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On the night of April 18, 1775, 700 British soldiers
marched silently out of Boston. Their orders were to
scize weapons and ammunition that rebellious
colonists had stored in Concord, a nearby towrn.

But the colonists were warnced that the soldiers were
coming. Signal lights were hung from the spire of
Boston's tallest church and two fast riders, Paul
Revere and William Dawes, jumped into their
saddles and galloped off with the news.

In the village of Lexington the British found seventy
American militiamen, farmers and tradesmen,
barring their way. These part-time soldicrs were
known as “‘Minutemen. - This was because they had
promised to take up arms immediately—ina
minute—whenever they were needed.

The British commander ordered the Minutemen to
returs to their homes. They refused. Then somcone,
nobody knows who, fired a shot. Other shots came
from the lines of British soldiers. Eight Minutemen
fell dead. The first shots had been fired in what was
to become the American War of Independence.

gunpowder there. But by the tim
return to Boston hundreds m
gathered. From the thick w
Boston road they shot dow
soldiers. The soldiers w

¢, 273 British
ttack when

The next month,
Congress met in
American nagional

n was a Virginia landowner
erience of fighting in the
War. The Continental Congress
tatives to scek aid from friendly

old c?'ny.

British soldiers firing on the Minutemen at Lexington in 1775. A
contemporary engraving based on a sketch by an eye-witness.
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took the step that many Ame
inevitable. It cut all political

ought to be, free and independe
later, on July 4, it issued the Declaration of
Independence.

the most important
ry. [t was written by

Virginia. After
“free and ind

tates.” it officia¥ly named
them the

ates of America.

One 1 f

Congre sign the Declaration of Independence was

John Hancock of Massachusetts. Hancock picked up
the pen and wrote his name in large, clear letters—
“large cnough,” he said, “*for King George to read
without his spectacles.™

The Declaration of Independetice was more than a
statement that the colonics were a new nation. It also
set out the ideas behind the change thar was being
made. It claimed that all men had a narural right to
“Life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.™ It also
said that governments can only justly claim the right
to rule if they have the agreement of those they
govern—“‘the consent of the governed.™

Ideas such as these were a central part of the political
traditions that the colonists™ ancestors had brought
with them from England. Colonial lcaders had also
studied them in the writings of an English political
thinker named John Locke. Men like Jefferson
combined Locke’s ideas with their own experience of
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Thomas Paine, the voice of
revolution

One of the most influential voices calling for
American independence was that of an English-
man. He was a Republican named Thomas Paine,
who immigrated to Amcrica in 1774.

Two years later, in a brilliantly written pamphlet
called Conmmon Sense, Paine became once of the
first to persuade Americans to make a complete
break with Britain. “Everything that is right or
reasonable crics for separation,” he claimed. “"Tis
time to part!”

Common Sense made Paine famous. It had an
enormous cffect on American opinion and pre-
pared people’s minds for independence. It was
rcad on fronticr farms and on city streets. Ofﬂccrs

lifc in America to produce a new definition of
democratic government. This new definition said
that governments should consist of representatives
clected by the people. It also said that the main reason
that governments existed was to protect the rights of
individual citizens.

N

read parts of it to their troops. George Washi

described its arguments as “‘sound and una
able.”

Later in 1776, as Washington’s discodragedtarmy
retreated from the advancing British

difficulty by Americans to
times that try men's souls;
summer soldicr and the
this crisis, shrink from
but he that stands no
thanks of man and
hours of the war
Washington’s arm

his country;
the love and

vords helped to save
melting away and

~ inspired new port o join the American
cause.
After so suiccesses, the Americans did badly
in the wara he British. Washington’s army

was more of an armed mob than an cffective fighting
force. F of the men had any military training and
many ycd only those orders that suited them.
Officers quarrcled constantly over their rank and

American general Nathan Heard
reading the Declaration of
Independence ro his troops.
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authority. Washington set to work to train his men
and turn them into disciplined soldiers. But this took
time, and meanwhile the Americans suffercd defeat
after defeat. In September 1776, only two months
after the Declaration of Independence, the British
captured New York City. Washington wrote to his
brother that he feared that the Americans were very
close to losing the war.

Success began to come to the Americans in October
1777. They trapped a British army of almost 6,000
mcn at Saratoga in northern New York. The British
commander was cut off from his supplics and his
men were facing starvation. Ie was forced to

surrender. The Americans marched their prisoners to

Boston. Here, after swearing never again to fight
against the Americans, the prisoners were put on
board ships and sent back to England.

Benjamin Franklin, the American ambassador to
France, was delighted when he received the news of
the victory at Saratoga. He used it to persuade the
French government to join in the struggle against
Britain. In February 1778, the French king, Louis
XVI, signed an alliance with the Americans. French
ships, soldicrs and moncy were soon playing an
important part in the war.

From 1778 onwards most of the fighting took place
in the southern colonies. It was here that the war
came to an end. In September 1781, George
Washington, leading a combined American at
French army, surrounded 8,000 British tro
General Cornwallis at Yorktown, on the co:
Virginia. Cotnwallis was worried,

army. When ships arrived off Yorkt
they were French ones. Cornwalli
rmy to
1don the
rew up his
ied.

Washington. When the new
British Prime Minister, Lord

North was right. The
their forces from Am

ritish and American
1ss peace terms. In the

gnized her former

colonies as an indepeaident nation. The treaty granted

i/to Florida in the south, and from

the Agl: the Mississippi River.

The Marquis de Lafayet

[n 1777 the Marquis de Lafayett
old French aristocrat, landed in A

er, who
had died fighting the Bri
Indian War.

Lafayette served witl
army and became
George Washing
fought in many bz
brave and de i
ton's respect

the final

genéral on the staff of
e“nexe four years he

dier. He won Washing-
hip and played a part in
itish at Yorktown in 1781.

d to support American interests.
When the F revolution broke out in 1789,
political opponents had Lafayctte imprisoned and
took agvay his estates. But Lafayette’s American
friends did not forget him. In 1794 Congress
ted him his unclaimed general's pay of $24,424.
years later it granted him land in Louisiana.

24 the now aging Lafayette returned to visit
the United States. The American people greeted
him as a hero, a living symbol of the birth of their
nation.
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Questions 11-20 are based on the following
passage.

This passage is adapted from Thomas Paine, Commuon Sense.
Originally published in January 1776, Paine was born in
England in 1737 and immigrated to America in 1774,

I have heard it asserted by some that, as America
has flourished under her former connection with
Great Britain, the same connection is necessary

Line toward her future happiness and will always have the
5 same effect. Nothing can be more fallacious than this
kind of argument. We may as well assert that,
because a child has thrived upon milk, that it is never
to have meat, or that the first twenty years of our
lives is.to become a precedent for the next twenty.

10 But even this is admitting more than is true; for I
answer roundly that America would have flourished
as much, and probably much more, had no European
power taken any notice of her. The commerce by
which she hath enriched herself are the necessaries of

15 life and will always have a market while eating is the
custom of Europe.

- But she has protected us, say some. That she hath .

engrossed us is true, and defended the continent at,
our expense as well as her own, is admitted; and she

20 would have defended Turkey from the same mofive,
viz., for the sake of trade and dominion.

Alas! we have been long led away by ancient
prejudices and made large sacrifices toguperstition.
We have boasted the protection of Greap-Beitain

25 without considering that her motive wis interést ot
attachment and that she did not protect Safzém our
enemies on our account but froM hepfenemies on her
own account, from those who hadfio qudrrel with us
on any other account, and who will alidtys be our

30 enemies on the same account. Let Britain waive her
pretensions to the continefit, dnthe continent throw
off the dependence, and e should be at peace with
France and Spain werggthey atwar with Britain. The
miseries of Hanoer’s lastWar ought to warn us

35 against connections."

It hath lately been assertéd insPagliament that the
colonies have no relation to gach other but through
the parent-country, i.e #that Penfisflvania and the
Jerseys, and so on for the r€st, ake sister-colonies by

40 the way of England;his i8 certdinly a very
roundabout way of proving relationship, but it is the
nearest and only true way ¢f proving enmity (or
enemyship, if T mawgo call it). France and Spain
never were, 110r perhaps ever will be, our enemies as

45 Americans but aSlourbeing the subjects of
Great Britoin,

But Britain 1$ithe parent-country, say some. Ihen
thefmore'shameé upen her conduct. Even brutes do
notdevour their young, nor savages make war upon

50 their familiés; wherefore, the assertion, if true, turns
to her reproach; but it happens not to be true, or only
pastly so, and the phrase parent- or mother-country
hath been adopted by the king and his parasites, with
a low design of gaining an unfair bias on the

S§ycredulous weakness of our minds, Burope, and not
England, is the parent-country of America. This
New World hath been the asylum for the persecuted
lovers of civil and religious liberty from every par! of
Europe. Hither have they fled, not from the tender

60 embraces of the mother, but from the cruelty of the
monster; and it is so far true of England that the
same tyranny which drove the first emigrants from
home pursues their descendants still,
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by Thomas Paine

From“ The Crisis” (\c/))
W
A\

December 23, 1776

THESE are the times that try men's souls. The summer soldier and the sunshine ill, in this
crisis, shrink from the service of their country; but he that stands by it now, deser el and thanks
of man and woman. Tyranny, like hell, is not easily conquered; yet we havesthis co tion with us,
that the harder the conflict, the more glorious the triumph. What we obtain{too cheap, we esteem too
lightly: it is dearness only that gives everything its value. Heaven knows how to p roper price upon
PDEM

its goods; and it would be strange indeed if so celestial an article as Ff ould not be highly

rated. Britain, with an army to enforce her tyranny, has declared that s % ight (not only to TAX)
but "to BIND us in ALL CASES WHATSOEVER" and if being bound,in tha pner, is not slavery, then
is there not such a thing as slavery upon earth. Even the expression ious; for so unlimited a power
can belong only to God.

Whether the independence of the continent was declared too
enter into as an argument; my own simple opinion is, that had it [ yht months earlier, it would have
been much better. We did not make a proper use of last winter, neither could we, while we were in a
dependent state. However, the fault, if it were one, was t?}our own; we have none to blame but
ourselves. But no great deal is lost yet. All that Howe has beéen doing for this month past, is rather a
ravage than a conquest, which the spirit of the Jerseys, a year ago, would have quickly repulsed, and
which time and a little resolution will soon recover.

delayed too long, | will not now

| have as little superstition in me as any man living, secret opinion has ever been, and still is,
that God Almighty will not give up a people to military destruction, or leave them unsupportedly to perish,
who have so earnestly and so repeatedly sought t oid the calamities of war, by every decent method
which wisdom could invent. Neither have | &0 of the infidel in me, as to suppose that He has
relinquished the government of the world, a us up to the care of devils; and as | do not, | cannot
see on what grounds the king of Britain camyloo to heaven for help against us: a common murderer,
a highwayman, or a house-breaker, h od a pretence as he.

"Tis surprising to see how rapidiy.a il sometimes run through a country. All nations and ages
have been subject to them. Britaialhas trembled like an ague at the report of a French fleet of flat-
bottomed boats; and in the fou % ifteenth] century the whole English army, after ravaging the
kingdom of France, was dri c men petrified with fear; and this brave exploit was performed
by a few broken forces ¢ eaded by a woman, Joan of Arc. Would that heaven might inspire
some Jersey maid to s countrymen, and save her fair fellow sufferers from ravage and
ravishment! Yet panics, in s cases, have their uses; they produce as much good as hurt. Their
duration is always short; the mind soon grows through them, and acquires a firmer habit than before.

But their peculiar ad e is, that they are the touchstones of sincerity and hypocrisy, and bring things
and men to light, which ht otherwise have lain forever undiscovered. In fact, they have the same
effect on secret trait hich an imaginary apparition would have upon a private murderer. They sift
out the hid ts of man, and hold them up in public to the world. Many a disguised Tory has

lately shown
upon the D

that shall penitentially solemnize with curses the day on which Howe arrived

\0
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Questions 1-11 are based on the following passage.

This passage is taken from Thomas Paine’s preface to Rights of
Man, originally published in 1791. Rights of Man was initially
written as a response to Irish statesman Edmund Burke's attack on
the French Revolution,

From the part Mr. Burke took in American Revolution,
it was natural that I should consider him a friend to mankind;
and as our acquaintance commenced on that ground, it would
have been more agreeable to me to have had cause to
continue in that opinion than to change it.

At the time Mr. Burke made his violent speech last winter in
the English Parliament against the French Revolution and the
National Assembly, I was in Paris, and had written to him
but a short time before to inform him how prosperously
matters were going on. Soon after this I saw his
advertisement of the Pamphlet he intended to publish: As the
attack was to be made in a language but little studied, and
less understood in France, and as everything suffers by
translation, I promised some of the friends of the Revolution
in that country that whenever Mr. Burke's Pamphlet came
forth, I would answer it. This appeared to me the more
necessary to be done, when I saw the flagrant
misrepresentations which Mr. Burke’s Pamphlet contains; and
that while it is an outrageous abuse on the French
Revolution, and the principles of Liberty, it is an imposition
on the rest of the world.

[...]

I had seen enough of the miseries of war, to wish it might
never more have existence in the world, and that some other
mode might be found out to settle the differences that shoul
occasionally arise in the neighborhood of nations. This
certainly might be done if Courts were disposed to set
honesty about it, or if countries were enlightened enou
to be made the dupes of Courts, The people of America h

that time characterized the people of England; bul
and an acquaintance with the French Nation
effectually shown to Americans the falsehoe
prejudices; and I do not believe that a mo,
confidential intercourse exists between a
than between America and Franc

Q
S

-

When I came to France, in the spring of 1787, the
Archbishop of Thoulouse was then Minister, and at(tha
highly esteemed. I became much acquainted with

40 Secretary of that Minister, a man of an enlarge
heart; and found that his sentiments and my ows

45 a mutual increase of burdens and ta

substance of our opinions into
subjoining a request, that if [
England, any disposition to ¢
50 between the two nations

et 1 er,
% pse knowledge the letter was
55 declared to be writte

into the hands of Mr. Burke almost three
ith’him, where it still remains; hoping,

60 of makingg
errors and prejudices which two neighboring nations, from
the want of knowing each other, had entertained, to the injury
of bo
‘When the French Revolution broke out, it certainly
afforded to Mr. Burke an opportunity of doing some good,
he been disposed to it; instead of which, no sooner did he
e old prejudices wearing away, than he immediately
began sowing the seeds of a new inveteracy, as if he were
afraid that England and France would cease to be enemies.
That there are men in all countries who get their living by war,
and by keeping up the quarrels of Nations, is as
shocking as it is true; but when those who are concerned in
the government of a country make it their study to sow
discord and cultivate prejudices between Nations, it becomes
75 the more unpardonable.
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“Every man, and

every body of men on Earth,

possesses the right of
selt-government.”

Drafter of the Declaration of Independence W
Thomas Jefferson, 1790

STATE CONSTITUTIONS

solid foundation of colonial experi-
and English practice. But each
Iso animated by the spirit of re-

The success of the Revolution g; Was 3
Americans the opportunity to _gi ublicanism, an ideal that had long

legal form to their ideals as expfe
in the Declaration of Indepen

As early as May
had passed a re
the colonies

advising
f W govern-
est conduce

to the hap
constituents.”
ready done so, and within a year af-
ter the De tion of Independence,
all but'three had drawn up constitu-

ti
{he Bew constitutions showed
e impact of democratic ideas.

@e made any drastic break with
past, since all were built on the

\0

een praised by Enlightenment phi-
losophers.

Naturally, the first objective of
the framers of the state constitu-
tions was to secure those “unalien-
able rights” whose violation had
caused the former colonies to repu-
diate their connection with Britain.
Thus, each constitution began with
a declaration or bill of rights. Virgin-
ia’s, which served as a model for all
the others, included a declaration of
principles: popular sovereignty, rota-
tion in office, freedom of elections,
and an enumeration of fundamental
liberties: moderate bail and humane
punishment, speedy trial by jury,
freedom of the press and of con-
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science, and the right of the majority
to reform or alter the government.
Other states enlarged the list of
liberties to freedom of speech, of as-
sembly, and of petition. Their con-
stitutions frequently included such
provisions as the right to bear arms,
to a writ of habeas corpus, to invio-
lability of domicile, and to equal pro-
tection under the law. Moreover, all
prescribed a three-branch structure
of government — executive, legisla-
tive, and judiciary — each checked
and balanced by the others.
Pennsylvania’s constitution was
the most radical. In that state, Phila-
delphia artisans, Scots-Irish frontiers-
men, and German-speaking farmers
had taken control. The provincial
congress adopted a constitution that
permitted every male taxpayer and
his sons to vote, required rotation in

11 :
nia), office-holders were required to :
own a certain amount of property. «

THE ARTICLES OF
CONFEDERATION

The struggle with England

done much to change colonial att

tudes. Local assemblies reje
the Albany Plan of Union in 1754y re-
fusing to surrend@ llest

part of their auto ny other

body, even one,they lves had
elected. But in urse of the Rev-
olution, aid had proved ef-

fective, a r of relinquishing

individual y had lessened to
a large degree.
John Mickinson produced the

“Articles of Confederation and Per-
al Union” in 1776. The Conti-
ongress adopted them in
ber 1777, and they went into

office (no one could serve as a rep
resentative more than four years O&ffect in 1781, having been ratified

all the states. Reflecting the fragil-

of every seven), and set up a si
chamber legislature. ity of a nascent sense of nationhood,
)

The state constitutions ha:
glaring limitations, parti

for everyone
natural rig
nies south of
their slave populations from their

inalienapléWights as human beings.
Wom: ad né political rights. No
stateqwent Sefar as to permit univer-

ale'suffrage, and even in those
stat at permitted all taxpayers to

% Delaware, North Carolina, and
orgia, in addition to Pennsylva-
\ N

the Articles provided only for a very
loose union. The national govern-
ment lacked the authority to set up
tariffs, to regulate commerce, and to
levy taxes. It possessed scant control
of international relations: A number
of states had begun their own nego-
tiations with foreign countries. Nine
states had their own armies, several
their own navies. In the absence of
a sound common currency, the new
nation conducted its commerce with
a curious hodgepodge of coins and a
bewildering variety of state and na-
tional paper bills, all fast depreciat-
ing in value.
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Economic difficulties after the
war prompted calls for change. The
end of the war had a severe effect on
merchants who supplied the armies
of both sides and who had lost the
advantages deriving from participa-
tion in the British mercantile system.
The states gave preference to Ameri-
can goods in their tariff policies, but
these were inconsistent, leading to
the demand for a stronger central
government to implement a uniform
policy.

Farmers probably suffered the
most from economic difficulties
following the Revolution. The
supply of farm produce exceeded
demand; unrest centered chiefly
among farmer-debtors who wanted
strong remedies to avoid foreclosure
on their property and imprison-
ment for debt. Courts were clogged
with suits for payment filed by thei
creditors. All through the summ
of 1786, popular conventions
informal gatherings in se

sitting and
passing further ents for debt,
pending the next state election.
In Janu 87 a ragtag army of
1,200 ers moved toward the
fed arsemal at Springfield. The

S, ed chiefly with staves

reinforcements from Boston and
routed the remaining Shaysites,
whose leader escaped to Vermont
The government captured 14 rebe
and sentenced them to death, butul-
timately pardoned some and le

others off with short prisog terms:
After the defeat of the 10
a newly elected legisl

majority sympathized with the zeb-
m

els, met some of t s for
debt relief.

'ANSION

f the Revolution,
, again had to face
the old unsolved Western ques-
tion, thep problem of expansion,
with its complications of land, fur

ernment. Lured by the rich-
d yet found in the country,
ioneers poured over the Appala-
ian Mountains and beyond. By
775 the far-flung outposts scat-
tered along the waterways had tens
of thousands of settlers. Separated
by mountain ranges and hundreds
of kilometers from the centers of
political authority in the East, the
inhabitants established their own
governments. Settlers from all the
Tidewater states pressed on into
the fertile river valleys, hardwood
forests, and rolling prairies of the
interior. By 1790 the population of
the trans-Appalachian region num-
bered well over 120,000.

Before the war, several colonies
had laid extensive and often over-

d forks, were repulsed by a
state militia force; General
min Lincoln then arrived with

\0

lapping claims to land beyond the
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Appalachians. To those without
such claims this rich territorial prize
seemed unfairly apportioned. Mary-
land, speaking for the latter group,
introduced a resolution that the
western lands be considered com-
mon property to be parceled by the
Congress into free and independent
governments. This idea was not re-
ceived enthusiastically. Nonethe-
less, in 1780 New York led the way
by ceding its claims. In 1784 Virgin-
ia, which held the grandest claims,
relinquished all land north of the
Ohio River. Other states ceded their
claims, and it became apparent that
Congress would come into posses-
sion of all the lands north of the
Ohio River and west of the Allegh-
eny Mountains. This common pos-
session of millions of hectares was
the most tangible evidence yet of na-
tionality and unity, and gave a cer,
tain substance to the idea of national
sovereignty. At the same time, the
vast territories were a proble
required solution.

The Confederation C es-
tablished a systemgof dimited self-
government for this~hew national
Northwest Territor orthwest

ded for its
as a single
governor and
judges appointed by the Congress.
When rritory had 5,000 free
male inhabitanits of voting age, it

time send a nonvoting delegate

would be formed as the territory was

settled. Whenever any one of them
had 60,000 free inhabitants, it wa
to be admitted to the Union “on

an equal footing with the origina
states in all respects.” The ordin
guaranteed civil rights and i
encouraged education, an
ited slavery or other fo
untary servitude.

The new polic di the
time-honored con colonies
existed for the bene e mother

country, wer itically subordi-
nate, and peepled by social inferiors.
Instead, i % ed the principle
that coloniesy(“territories”) were an
extension of the nation and entitled,

not as a pfivilege but as a right, to all
the benetits of equality.

ONSTITUTIONAL
CONVENTION

y the time the Northwest Ordi-
nance was enacted, American leaders
were in the midst of drafting a new
and stronger constitution to replace
the Articles of Confederation. Their
presiding officer, George Washing-
ton, had written accurately that the
states were united only by a “rope of
sand.” Disputes between Maryland
and Virginia over navigation on
the Potomac River led to a confer-
ence of representatives of five states
at Annapolis, Maryland, in 1786.
One of the delegates, Alexander
Hamilton of New York, convinced
his colleagues that commerce was
bound up with large political and

wa b titled to a legislature
wo chambers, itself electing the
iow use. In addition, it could at

ongress. Three to five states economic questions. What was re-

\0
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quired was a fundamental rethink-
ing of the Confederation.

The Annapolis conference issued
a call for all the states to appoint
representatives to a convention to be
held the following spring in Philadel-
phia. The Continental Congress was
at first indignant over this bold step,
but it acquiesced after Washington
gave the project his backing and was
elected a delegate. During the next
fall and winter, elections were held in
all states but Rhode Island.

A remarkable gathering of no-
tables assembled at the Federal
Convention in May 1787. The state
legislatures sent leaders with expe-
rience in colonial and state govern-
ments, in Congress, on the bench,
and in the army. Washington, re-
garded as the country’s first citizen
because of his integrity and his mili-

Massachusetts sent Rufus Klng %
and Elbridge Gerry, young men
ability and experience. Roger SheA
man, shoemaker turned judge, was
one of the representatives fro '
Connecticut. From New Yor
Convention were Tho
who was serving as
senting the UnitedsStates in France,
and John Adams,
capacity in Great BritainsYouth pre-

Alexander Hamilton, who
dominated amen: delegates —

posed the meeting. Absen

the avera was 42.
Cong authorized the
Conventio to draft amend-

ments to the Articles of Confedera-
tion but,as Madison later wrote, the
delegates, “with a manly confidence

pitheir country,” simply threw the
@ s aside and went ahead with

ilding of a wholly new form

tary leadership during the Revolu® thesbuildi
tion, was chosen as presiding officer',of government.

Prominent among the more
members were two Pennsylyani
Gouverneur Morris, who clea
the need for national go
and James Wilson,

sa

nt,
d in-

defatigably for th ional idea.
Also elected nia was
Benjamin Fr ng the end

eer of public

n rding to a colleague, “from
a spirit of industry and application ...
best-informed man on any point

@bate.” He would be recognized
e “Father of the Constitution.”

\0

They recognized that the para-
mount need was to reconcile two
different powers — the power of
local control, which was already
being exercised by the 13 semi-in-
dependent states, and the power of
a central government. They adopted
the principle that the functions and
powers of the national government
— being new, general, and inclusive
— had to be carefully defined and
stated, while all other functions and
powers were to be understood as be-
longing to the states. But realizing
that the central government had to
have real power, the delegates also
generally accepted the fact that the
government should be authorized,

www.mrjohnedward.com



among other things, to coin money,
to regulate commerce, to declare
war, and to make peace.

DEBATE AND COMPROMISE

The 18th-century statesmen who
met in Philadelphia were adherents
of Montesquieu’s concept of the
balance of power in politics. This
principle was supported by colo-
nial experience and strengthened
by the writings of John Locke, with
which most of the delegates were fa-
miliar. These influences led to the
conviction that three equal and co-
ordinate branches of government
should be established. Legislative,
executive, and judicial powers were
to be so harmoniously balanced that
no one could ever gain control. The
delegates agreed that the legislative

representation in proportion to the
population of the states in one house
of Congress, the House of Represen-
tatives, and equal representation i

the other, the Senate.
The alignment of large agai
small states then dissolved t

S5 {9;

u
most every succeeding

raised new divisions, t olvi
only by new compromises. Northern-

ers wanted slaves counted

seats a state wi
of Representa
promise re little dissent,
tax levies ouse membership
would be apportioned according to
the nungr of free inhabitants plus
three-fifths of the slaves.

ertain members, such as Sher-
nd Elbridge Gerry, still smart-

branch, like the colonial legislature g from Shays’s Rebellion, feared
and the British Parliament, shou%at the mass of people lacked suf-

consist of two houses.

ient wisdom to govern themselves

On these points there was%nd thus wished no branch of the

nimity within the assemb
sharp differences also ar
sentatives of the sm.

as was the case under the Articles of

Confede,
On other hand, representa-
tive large states, like Virginia,

proportionate represen-

ation AT his debate threatened to go
dlessly until Roger Sherman
ame forward with arguments for

\0

federal government to be elected di-
rectly by the people. Others thought
the national government should be
given as broad a popular base as
possible. Some delegates wished to
exclude the growing West from the
opportunity of statehood; others
championed the equality principle
established in the Northwest Ordi-
nance of 1787.

There was no serious difference
on such national economic ques-
tions as paper money, laws concern-
ing contract obligations, or the role
of women, who were excluded from
politics. But there was a need for
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balancing sectional economic in- system with separate legislative, ex-
terests; for settling arguments as to ecutive, and judiciary branches,
the powers, term, and selection of each checked by the others. Thu
the chief executive; and for solving congressional enactments were n

problems involving the tenure of to become law until approved bysthe
judges and the kind of courts to be president. And the president u%
established. submit the most important ofhis
Laboring through a hot Philadel- pointments and all his treﬁ%
phia summer, the convention finally Senate for confirmatio € presi-
achieved a draft incorporating in dent, in turn, could
a brief document the organization and removed by Cong
of the most complex government diciary was to hea % es arising
yet devised, one that would be su- under federal Jaws “amndsthe Con-
preme within a clearly defined and
limited sphere. It would have full
power to levy taxes, borrow money;,
establish uniform duties and ex-

cise taxes, coin money, regulate in- by the president and confirmed by
terstate commerce, fix weights and the Senaté! could also be impeached

CSS.

measures, grant patents and copy- Congress.

rights, set up post offices, and build protect the Constitution
post roads. It also was authorized to asty alteration, Article V
raise and maintain an army and{ stiptilated that amendments to the
navy, manage Native American af- nstitution be proposed either by
fairs, conduct foreign policy, o-thirds of both houses of Con-

wage war. It could pass laws
naturalizing foreigners an
ling public lands; it coul

gress or by two-thirds of the states,
meeting in convention. The propos-
als were to be ratified by one of two

ab methods: either by the legislatures
ity with the old. The of three-fourths of the states, or by

all necessary a : convention in three-fourths of the
executing the states, with the Congress proposing
ers rendered th the method to be used.

able to meet the ne Finally, the convention faced
erations f a greatly expanded the most important problem of all:
body politic. How should the powers given to

iple of separation of the new government be enforced?
Iready been given a fair Under the Articles of Confedera-
ost state constitutions and tion, the national government had

ptoved sound. Accordingly, the possessed — on paper — signifi-
avention set up a governmental cant powers, which, in practice, had
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come to naught, for the states paid
no attention to them. What was to
save the new government from the
same fate?

At the outset, most delegates fur-
nished a single answer — the use of
force. But it was quickly seen that the
application of force upon the states
would destroy the Union. The deci-
sion was that the government should
not act upon the states but upon the
people within the states, and should
legislate for and upon all the indi-
vidual residents of the country. As
the keystone of the Constitution, the
convention adopted two brief but
highly significant statements:

Congress shall have power ...

to make all Laws which shall be

necessary and proper for carrying

into Execution the ... Powers
vested by this Constitution in the

17 :
Debate continues to this day :
about the motives of those who
wrote the Constitution. In 1913 his-
torian Charles Beard, in An Econom-

ic Interpretation of the Constitution
argued that the Founding Fat
represented emerging comimerci

capitalist interests that
strong national gove n
also believed many may have
motivated by persg

(1}

Madison, pri
Constitution

some Oppone

tion owned large amounts of bonds
and secutities. Economic interests
influenced the course of the debate,

interests. Equally important
e idealism of the framers.

Government of the United States.g ¥
... (Article I, Section 7) %{)ducts of the Enlightenment, the

This Constitution, and th
Laws of the United States w ernment that they believed would

shall be made in Pursuanc
thereof; and all Treatie.
which shall be made,
Authority of the
shall be the supre

Laws of any Stafe to the Contrary
notwi nding. (Article VI)
Th\@s of the United States
bec enforceable in its own na-
al couwts, through its own judges
an shals, as well as in the state

% s through the state judges and
e law officers.

unding Fathers designed a gov-

promote individual liberty and pub-
lic virtue. The ideals embodied in
the U.S. Constitution remain an es-
sential element of the American na-
tional identity.

RATIFICATION AND
THE BILL OF RIGHTS

On September 17, 1787, after 16
weeks of deliberation, the finished
Constitution was signed by 39 of
the 42 delegates present. Franklin,
pointing to the half-sun painted in
brilliant gold on the back of Wash-
ington’s chair, said:
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I have often in the course of the
session ... looked at that [chair]
behind the president, without
being able to tell whether it was
rising or setting; but now, at
length, I have the happiness to
know that it is a rising, and not a
setting, sun.

The convention was over: the
members “adjourned to the City
Tavern, dined together, and took
a cordial leave of each other.” Yet
a crucial part of the struggle for a
more perfect union remained to
be faced. The consent of popularly
elected state conventions was still
required before the document could
become effective.

The convention had decided that
the Constitution would take effect
upon ratification by conventions in
nine of the 13 states. By June 1788
the required nine states had ratified
the Constitution, but the large state
of Virginia and New York had
Most people felt that without

not the strong cent
that it establish,

tions brought into existence two par-
ties, the alists, who favored a
strong ral government, and the

, who preferred a loose
f separate states. Impas-
uments on both sides were
by the press, the legislatures,
e state conventions.

In Virginia, the Antifederalists

attacked the proposed new gov-
ernment by challenging the open-
ing phrase of the Constitution: “W.

the People of the United Sta

Without using the individual s
names in the Constitution, the del-
egates argued, the states w no
retain their separate ri rp

re

ers. Virginia Antifed

S5 {9;

lis
ame

ernment. Wa-

and Antifederalists joined with the
Federalist§'to ratify the Constitution
June 25.

n New York, Alexander Ham-
% ohn Jay, and James Madison
pushed for the ratification of the
onstitution in a series of essays
own as The Federalist Papers.
he essays, published in New York
newspapers, provided a now-classic
argument for a central federal gov-
ernment, with separate executive,
legislative, and judicial branches that
checked and balanced one another.
With The Federalist Papers influenc-
ing the New York delegates, the Con-
stitution was ratified on July 26.

Antipathy toward a strong cen-
tral government was only one con-
cern among those opposed to the
Constitution; of equal concern
to many was the fear that the
Constitution did not protect individ-
ual rights and freedoms sufficiently.
Virginian George Mason, author
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of Virginia’s Declaration of Rights
of 1776, was one of three delegates
to the Constitutional Convention
who had refused to sign the final
document because it did not enu-
merate individual rights. Together
with Patrick Henry, he campaigned
vigorously against ratification of the
Constitution by Virginia. Indeed,
five states, including Massachusetts,
ratified the Constitution on the con-
dition that such amendments be
added immediately.

When the first Congress con-
vened in New York City in Septem-
ber 1789, the calls for amendments
protecting individual rights were
virtually unanimous. Congress
quickly adopted 12 such amend-
ments; by December 1791, enough
states had ratified 10 amendments
to make them part of the Constitu-

Constitution. Although a number

of the subsequent amendments re-
vised the federal government’s struc-
ture and operations, most followe

the precedent established by the®Bill
of Rights and expanded indivi

rights and freedoms.

)

PRESIDENT WAS

One of the last : of t on-
gress of the Confed % vas to ar-
range for the first presidential elec-

tion, setting 4, 1789, as the
date that thes
come into
everyone’s
state, George Washington. He was
unanim%ly chosen president and
took the oath of office at his inau-
ation on April 30, 1789. In words
by every president since,
gton pledged to execute the

tion. Collectively, they are knowny Wash
as the Bill of Rights. Among the&lties of the presidency faithfully

d, to the best of his ability, to “pre-

provisions: freedom of speech, p
religion, and the right to asse @ erve, protect, and defend the Con-

peacefully, protest, and
changes (First Amendme
tion against unreagon

es, seizures of prop and arrest
(Fourth Amendme process
of law in all i ses (Fifth
Amendmen a fair and
speedy trial Amendment);

protection against cruel and unusual

punish Eighth Amendment);
and prévision that the people retain
additienal “fights not listed in the

titutien (Ninth Amendment).
the adoption of the Bill

'ghts, only 17 more amend-
pents have been added to the

and” stitution of the United States.”

When Washington took office,
the new Constitution enjoyed nei-
ther tradition nor the full backing of
organized public opinion. The new
government had to create its own
machinery and legislate a system of
taxation that would support it. Until
a judiciary could be established, laws
could not be enforced. The army was
small. The navy had ceased to exist.

Congress quickly created the de-
partments of State and Treasury,
with Thomas Jefferson and Alex-
ander Hamilton as their respective
secretaries. Departments of War
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and Justice were also created. Since
Washington preferred to make de-
cisions only after consulting those
men whose judgment he valued,
the American presidential Cabinet
came into existence, consisting of
the heads of all the departments that
Congress might create. Simultane-
ously, Congress provided for a fed-
eral judiciary — a Supreme Court,
with one chief justice and five associ-
ate justices, three circuit courts, and
13 district courts.

Meanwhile, the country was
growing steadily and immigration
from Europe was increasing. Ameri-
cans were moving westward: New
Englanders and Pennsylvanians into
Ohio; Virginians and Carolinians
into Kentucky and Tennessee. Good
farms were to be had for small sums;
labor was in strong demand. The
rich valley stretches of upper Ne
York, Pennsylvania, and Virgini
soon became great wheat-gr
areas.

Although many items w
homemade, the Industr 0-

lution was dawning,i nited
States. Massachuset Rhode Is-
land were layi dation of
important te ies; Con-
necticut wa to turn out

tinware and clo ew York, New
Jersey, and Pennsylvania were pro-
ducing papem,glass, and iron. Ship-
ping hadygrown to such an extent

a the“seas the United States
econd only to Britain. Even be-
1790, American ships were trav-

@’ to China to sell furs and bring
bagk tea, spices, and silk.

At this critical juncture in the
country’s growth, Washington’s wise
leadership was crucial. He organize.
a national government, develop
policies for settlement of territ
previously held by Britain and §

stabilized the northwesterndronti
and oversaw the admissio r
new states: Vermont ) -
tucky (1792), and Tennessee (1796).
Finally, in his Fare he

warned the natio % clear of
permanent alljance b any por-

tion of the foreigh,world.” This ad-

en  America’s first political
o . Indeed, the Federalists, led
by Alexander Hamilton, and the
epublicans (also called Demo-
cratic-Republicans), led by Thomas
Jefferson, were the first political
parties in the Western world. Un-
like loose political groupings in the
British House of Commons or in
the American colonies before the
Revolution, both had reasonably
consistent and principled platforms,
relatively stable popular followings,
and continuing organizations.

The Federalists in the main rep-
resented the interests of trade and
manufacturing, which they saw as
forces of progress in the world. They
believed these could be advanced
only by a strong central government
capable of establishing sound public
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credit and a stable currency. Openly
distrustful of the latent radicalism of
the masses, they could nonetheless
credibly appeal to workers and arti-
sans. Their political stronghold was
in the New England states. Seeing
England as in many respects an ex-
ample the United States should try to
emulate, they favored good relations
with their mother country.
Although Alexander Hamilton
was never able to muster the popular
appeal to stand successfully for elec-
tive office, he was far and away the
Federalists’ main generator of ideol-
ogy and public policy. He brought to
public life a love of efficiency, order,
and organization. In response to the
call of the House of Representatives
for a plan for the “adequate support
of public credit,” he laid down and
supported principles not only of the
public economy, but of effective gov-

for industrial development,

nancial institution and operated

21 :
branches in different parts of the
country. Hamilton sponsored a na-
tional mint, and argued in favor
tariffs, saying that temporary pro-
tection of new firms could help(fo
ter the development of competi
national industries. These ane
— placing the credit of theyfede
al government on a firm\fourida-
tion and giving it all the revgnues
it needed — enco ommerce

rage
and industry, an a solid

phalanx of intégests fiffly behind
the national gover

The Republigansdled by Thomas
Jefterson, % imarily for agri-
cultural inte and values. They

distrusted bankers, cared little for
commerée and manufacturing, and

ieved that freedom and democra-
rished best in a rural society
sed of self-sufficient farm-

s

hey felt little need for a strong

nded to see it as a potential source

ernment. Hamilton pointed out that, ers.
the United States must have ¢ tral government; in fact, they
t

1
ioa-

mercial activity, and the op
of government, and that i
tions must have the co, ith
and support of the p

There were man ished to
repudiate the on’s na-
tional debt part of it.
Hamilton insi on full pay-
ment and also upon‘a plan by which

the fede overnment took over
the unpaid s of the states in-
du the Revolution. He

d congressional legisla-
Bank of the United States.
Viodeled after the Bank of England,

ed as the nation’s central fi-

of oppression. Thus they favored
states’ rights. They were strongest
in the South.

Hamilton’s great aim was more
efficient organization, whereas Jef-
ferson once said, “I am not a friend
to a very energetic government.”
Hamilton feared anarchy and
thought in terms of order; Jefferson
feared tyranny and thought in terms
of freedom. Where Hamilton saw
England as an example, Jefferson,
who had been minister to France in
the early stages of the French Rev-
olution, looked to the overthrow of
the French monarchy as vindication
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of the liberal ideals of the Enlighten-
ment. Against Hamilton’s instinctive
conservatism, he projected an elo-
quent democratic radicalism.

An early clash between them,
which occurred shortly after Jeffer-
son took office as secretary of state,
led to a new and profoundly impor-
tant interpretation of the Constitu-
tion. When Hamilton introduced his
bill to establish a national bank, Jef-
ferson, speaking for those who be-
lieved in states’ rights, argued that
the Constitution expressly enumer-
ated all the powers belonging to the
federal government and reserved all
other powers to the states. Nowhere
was the federal government empow-
ered to set up a bank.

Hamilton responded that because
of the mass of necessary detail, a

vast body of powers had to be
implied by general clauses, and on&

of these authorized Congress
“make all laws which shall be %’
o

essary and proper” for carryi
other powers specifically .
The Constitution authesi the
national government

collect taxes, pay d bor-
row money. A nati would
materially hel ing these
functions  effi Congress,

therefore, was entitled, under its im-
plied powgrsito create such a bank.
Washing% the Congress ac-
cepte milton’s view — and set
ar%t precedent for an ex-
pansive ipterpretation of the federal

@ ent’s authority.
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endure permanently 3

half-slave and half-fré’\/

“A house divided againsl
itself cannot stand. I believe
this government cannot

Senatorial candidate Abraham Lincoln, 185

TWO AMERICAS

o

r such rough equality could
e in the face of a growing fac-

No visitor to the United States l&‘iory system that threatened to create

a more enduring record of hi
els and observations than the Fre and a new business elite.
le

de Tocqueville, whose cy
in America, first p 1835,
remains one of the trenchant
and insightful Ameri-
can social a practices.

Tocqueville
observer to be

ti olitical rights to the level

0 humblest citizens,” he wrote,

> he dissemination of wealth

the notion of property within
} each of all men.” Nonetheless,

ocqueville was only one in the first
O

f a long line of thinkers to worry

ivisions between industrial workers

Other travelers marveled at the
growth and vitality of the country,
where they could see “everywhere
the most unequivocal proofs of
prosperity and rapid progress in ag-
riculture, commerce, and great pub-
lic works.” But such optimistic views
of the American experiment were
by no means universal. One skep-
tic was the English novelist Charles
Dickens, who first visited the United
States in 1841-42. “This is not the
Republic I came to see,” he wrote
in a letter. “This is not the Republic
of my imagination. ... The more I
think of its youth and strength, the
poorer and more trifling in a thou-
sand respects, it appears in my eyes.
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In everything of which it has made
a boast — excepting its education of
the people, and its care for poor chil-
dren — it sinks immeasurably below
the level I had placed it upon.”
Dickens was not alone. America
in the 19th century, as throughout its
history, generated expectations and
passions that often conflicted with
a reality at once more mundane and
more complex. The young nation’s
size and diversity defied easy gener-
alization and invited contradiction:
America was both a freedom-loving
and slave-holding society, a nation
of expansive and primitive frontiers,
a society with cities built on growing
commerce and industrialization.

LANDS OF PROMISE

The South, from the Atlantic to
the Mississippi River and beyo

O
featured an economy centered¢on
an

agriculture. Tobacco was im t
in Virginia, Maryland, and
Carolina. In South Carglina

arglin
was an abundant crop. climate
and soil of Louisia courdged

the cultivation of sugar. Butycotton
eventually becay he \dominant
commodity and with which
the South wagjidentified. By 1850 the
American S more than 80

percent @ orld’s cotton. Slaves
cultivate % s€ Crops.
The Mid t, with its bound-

less prairies and swiftly growing
populaz,'nrn, flourished. Europe and
he older settled parts of America
c nded its wheat and meat

oducts. The introduction of la-
By 1850 the national territl&)sr-saving implements — notably

stretched over forest, plain,
mountain. Within its far-flun
its dwelt 23 million people in
comprising 31 states. In th
dustry boomed. In t and
the South, agricul ourished.
After 1849 the gol of Cali-
fornia poure igfprecious ore into
the channels
New England a
lantic states, were the main centers
of ma . commerce, and
finan ipal products of these
a were, textiles, lumber, cloth-
ing, hinery, leather, and wool-
ds. The maritime trade had

d the height of its prosper-
; vessels flying the American flag
ied the oceans, distributing wares

\ of all nations.

ni
in-

act

4

e McCormick reaper (a machine
to cut and harvest grain) — made
possible an unparalleled increase
in grain production. The nation’s
wheat crops swelled from some 35
million hectoliters in 1850 to nearly
61 million in 1860, more than half
grown in the Midwest.

An important stimulus to the
country’s prosperity was the great
improvement in transportation fa-
cilities; from 1850 to 1857 the Ap-
palachian Mountain barrier was
pierced by five railway trunk lines
linking the Midwest and the North-
east. These links established the
economic interests that would un-
dergird the political alliance of the
Union from 1861 to 1865. The South
lagged behind. It was not until the



late 1850s that a continuous line ran
through the mountains connecting
the lower Mississippi River area with
the southern Atlantic seaboard.

SLAVERY AND SECTIONALISM

One overriding issue exacerbat-
ed the regional and economic dif-
ferences between North and South:
slavery. Resenting the large profits
amassed by Northern businessmen
from marketing the cotton crop,
many Southerners attributed the
backwardness of their own section
to Northern aggrandizement. Many
Northerners, on the other hand, de-
clared that slavery — the “peculiar
institution” that the South regarded
as essential to its economy — was
largely responsible for the region
relative financial and
backwardness.

As far back as the
Compromise in 1819, secti
had been steadily hardeni

increasingly
ers in gener.
slavery and de vehemently.
In some seaboard areas, slavery by

1850 wa over 200 years old;
it was afflintegral part of the basic
econ of the region.

ough the 1860 census showed
that there were nearly four million
out of a total population of

%

llion in the 15 slave states,
ly a minority of Southern whites
ned slaves. There were some

\ 4 385,000 slave owners out of about

cent of these slave owners owned
more than five slaves. Twelve pereent
owned 20 or more slaves, the
ber defined as turning a fagmer
a planter. Three-quarters{of -
ern white families, i e
rung of Southern segiety, ed no
slaves.

It is easy to un d the in-

terest of the rs in slave hold-

1.5 million white families. Fifty pA%

ing. But t d poor whites
supporte stitution of slavery
as well. eared that, if freed,

blacks would compete with them
economﬁlly and challenge their
higher social status. Southern whites
defended slavery not simply on the
%‘n economic necessity but out
of @ visceral dedication to white

premacy.
As they fought the weight of

indus "&
ml\lorthern opinion, political lead-

ers of the South, the professional
classes, and most of the clergy now
no longer apologized for slavery but
championed it. Southern publicists
insisted, for example, that the rela-
tionship between capital and labor
was more humane under the slavery
system than under the wage system
of the North.

Before 1830 the old patriarchal
system of plantation government,
with its personal supervision of the
slaves by their owners or masters,
was still characteristic. Gradually,
however, with the introduction of
large-scale cotton production in
the lower South, the master gradu-
ally ceased to exercise close personal
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supervision over his slaves, and
employed professional overseers
charged with exacting from slaves
a maximum amount of work. In
such circumstances, slavery could
become a system of brutality and
coercion in which beatings and the
breakup of families through the sale
of individuals were commonplace.
In other settings, however, it could
be much milder.

In the end, however, the most
trenchant criticism of slavery was
not the behavior of individual mas-
ters and overseers. Systematically
treating African-American laborers
as if they were domestic animals,
slavery, the abolitionists pointed out,
violated every human being’s in-
alienable right to be free.

THE ABOLITIONISTS

In national politics, Southegners
chiefly sought protection n-
largement of the inte ent-
ed by the cotton/slave . They
because
Itivating a sin-

the soil, increasing the need for new

fertile lan eover, new territory
would establish a basis for additional
slave s o offset the admission of
new states. Antislavery North-

e saw in the Southern view a

ccy for proslavery aggran-
izement. In the 1830s their opposi-

tion became fierce.

An earlier antislavery movement,

an offshoot of the American Revo-
lution, had won its last victory in

1808 when Congress abolished t
slave trade with Africa. Thereafte

O
\
&

opposition came largely from the
Quakers, who kept up a
ineffectual protest. Meanwhi
cotton gin and westward e ion

into the Mississippi d

emerged in the
combative,
insistent upo
slavery. approach found a leader
in Willi Garrison, a young
man from Mas$achusetts, who com-
bined the heroism of a martyr with
the cruSading zeal of a demagogue.
January 1, 1831, Garrison pro-
the first issue of his newspa-
he Liberator, which bore the
announcement: “I shall strenuously
ntend for the immediate enfran-
chisement of our slave population.
.. On this subject, I do not wish to
think, or speak, or write, with mod-
eration. ... I am in earnest — [ will
not equivocate — I will not excuse
— I will not retreat a single inch —
AND I WILL BE HEARD.”
Garrison’s sensational methods
awakened Northerners to the evil
in an institution many had long
come to regard as unchangeable.
He sought to hold up to public gaze
the most repulsive aspects of slav-
ery and to castigate slave holders as
torturers and traffickers in human
life. He recognized no rights of the
masters, acknowledged no compro-
mise, tolerated no delay. Other aboli-
tionists, unwilling to subscribe to his
law-defying tactics, held that reform



should be accomplished by legal and
peaceful means. Garrison was joined
by another powerful voice, that of
Frederick Douglass, an escaped slave
who galvanized Northern audiences.
Theodore Dwight Weld and many
other abolitionists crusaded against
slavery in the states of the old North-
west Territory with evangelical zeal.
One activity of the movement in-
volved helping slaves escape to safe
refuges in the North or over the bor-
der into Canada. The “Underground
Railroad,” an elaborate network of
secret routes, was firmly established
in the 1830s in all parts of the North.
In Ohio alone, from 1830 to 1860, as
many as 40,000 fugitive slaves were
helped to freedom. The number of
local antislavery societies increase
at such a rate that by 1838 there wer
about 1,350 with a membershi
perhaps 250,000.

abolitionist moveme
opposed it. In 1837,

pression of free speech allowed the
abolitionis ink the slavery issue
with the % civil liberties for
whites 1835 an angry mob de-

strc@kionist literature in the
Chasleston, South Carolina, post of-

@ en the postmaster-general

ta e would not enforce delivery
offabolitionist material, bitter de-
es ensued in Congress. Abolition-
4ists flooded Congress with petitions
calling for action against slavery. In

N
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1836 the House voted to table su %
petitions automatically, thus effec-
tively killing them. Former Pregident
John Quincy Adams, electedto

House of Representativesgin

fought this so-called ga a

violation of the Firs e nt,
44.

finally winning its repeal in 1

Throu outy, thes 1820s, Ameri-
cans sett Q he vast territory of
Texas, often land grants from

the Mexican government. However,
their numbers soon alarmed the au-
orities, who prohibited further im-
ion in 1830. In 1834 General
io Lopez de Santa Anna estab-
ished a dictatorship in Mexico, and

e following year Texans revolted.
Santa Anna defeated the American
rebels at the celebrated siege of the
Alamo in early 1836, but Texans
under Sam Houston destroyed the
Mexican Army and captured Santa
Anna a month later at the Battle of
San Jacinto, ensuring Texan inde-
pendence.

For almost a decade, Texas re-
mained an independent republic,
largely because its annexation as a
huge new slave state would disrupt
the increasingly precarious balance
of political power in the United
States. In 1845, President James K.
Polk, narrowly elected on a platform
of westward expansion, brought the
Republic of Texas into the Union.
Polk’s move was the first gambit in
a larger design. Texas claimed that



its border with Mexico was the Rio
Grande; Mexico argued that the
border stood far to the north along
the Nueces River. Meanwhile, set-
tlers were flooding into the territo-
ries of New Mexico and California.
Many Americans claimed that the
United States had a “manifest des-
tiny” to expand westward to the Pa-
cific Ocean.

U.S. attempts to purchase from
Mexico the New Mexico and Cali-
fornia territories failed. In 1846,
after a clash of Mexican and U.S.
troops along the Rio Grande, the
United States declared war. Ameri-
can troops occupied the lightly
populated territory of New Mexico,
then supported a revolt of settlers
in California. A U.S. force un

winning victories at Monterre
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forces, mainly among the Whigs,at-
tacked Polk’s expansion as a prgsla
ery plot.

With the conclusion of t
can War, the United S

a vast new territory o

square kilometers e passi
present-day states w gMexico,
Nevada, Califo tahi’ most of

Arizona, and phof Colorado
and Wyoming, The fation also faced
a revival of Nexplosive ques-
tion in A ‘a ! an politics of the time:

Would territories be slave
or free?
TH!COMPROMISE OF 1850

il 1845, it had seemed likely
slavery would be confined to the

been given limits by the Missouri

Zachary Taylor invaded Meq’ 0, Wareas where it already existed. It had

Buena Vista, but failing to bfing

Mexicans to the negotiati .In
March 1847,a U.S. A and-
ed by Winfield Scottila near
Veracruz on 160 t coast,
and fought its xico City.
The United S d the Trea-

ty of Guadalupe Hidalgo in which
Mexico ce what would become
the Amegican Seuthwest region and
California 15 million.
was a training ground
for American officers who would
IF ght on both sides in the Civil
V was also politically divisive.
mk, in a simultaneous facedown
h Great Britain, had achieved
4British recognition of American sov-
ereignty in the Pacific Northwest to
the 49th parallel. Still, antislavery

Compromise in 1820 and had no op-
portunity to overstep them. The new
territories made renewed expansion
of slavery a real likelihood.

Many Northerners believed that if
not allowed to spread, slavery would
ultimately decline and die. To jus-
tify their opposition to adding new
slave states, they pointed to the state-
ments of Washington and Jefferson,
and to the Ordinance of 1787, which
forbade the extension of slavery into
the Northwest. Texas, which already
permitted slavery, naturally entered
the Union as a slave state. But the
California, New Mexico, and Utah
territories did not have slavery. From
the beginning, there were strongly
conflicting opinions on whether

they should.
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Southerners urged that all the
lands acquired from Mexico should
be thrown open to slave holders.
Antislavery Northerners demanded
that all the new regions be closed
to slavery. One group of moderates
suggested that the Missouri Com-
promise line be extended to the Pa-
cific with free states north of it and
slave states to the south. Another
group proposed that the question
be left to “popular sovereignty.” The
government should permit settlers to
enter the new territory with or with-
out slaves as they pleased. When the
time came to organize the region
into states, the people themselves
could decide.

Despite the vitality of the aboli-
tionist movement, most Northerner
were unwilling to challenge the exis-
tence of slavery in the South.
however, were against its expansi
In 1848 nearly 300,000 ted
for the candidates of a n e Soil
Party, which declared that best
policy was “to limit @ ze, and
discourage slavery. :
ate aftermath waf’ with Mex-
ico, however, po sovereignty

had considerable appeal.
In January %848 the discovery
of gold in ifornia precipitated a

hea g of settlers, more than
80,00 the single year of 1849.
Cg % s had to determine the sta-
tushof this new region quickly in

r to establish an organized gov-

ent. The venerable Kentucky
Senator Henry Clay, who twice
before in times of crisis had come
forward with compromise arrange-

ments, advanced a complicated a
carefully balanced plan. His
Massachusetts rival, Daniel
ster, supported it. Illinois (De
cratic Senator Stephen AgDoug
the leading advocate
sovereignty, did mu
in guiding it through Congress.
The Compromise, of

0 con-
tained the follo v1si0ns: (1)
California was,ad ed/to the Union

m
as afree state;%mainder of the
Mexican g on was divided into the
two terr New Mexico and
Utah and orgasized without mention

of slave? (3) the claim of Texas to a
portion‘of New Mexico was satisfied
bya payment of $10 million; (4) new
@ ion (the Fugitive Slave Act)

aswpassed to apprehend runaway

aves and return them to their mas-

rs; and (5) the buying and selling of
slaves (but not slavery) was abolished
in the District of Columbia.

The country breathed a sigh of
relief. For the next three years, the
compromise seemed to settle near-
ly all differences. The new Fugitive
Slave Law, however, was an imme-
diate source of tension. It deeply
offended many Northerners, who
refused to have any part in catch-
ing slaves. Some actively and vio-
lently obstructed its enforcement.
The Underground Railroad became
more efficient and daring than ever.
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ADIVIDED NATION

During the 1850s, the issue of slav-
ery severed the political bonds that
had held the United States together.



N

It ate away at the country’s two great
political parties, the Whigs and the
Democrats, destroying the first and
irrevocably dividing the second. It
produced weak presidents whose
irresolution mirrored that of their
parties. It eventually discredited even
the Supreme Court.

The moral fervor of abolition-
ist feeling grew steadily. In 1852,
Harriet Beecher Stowe published
Uncle Tom’s Cabin, a novel pro-
voked by the passage of the Fugitive
Slave Law. More than 300,000 cop-
ies were sold the first year. Presses
ran day and night to keep up with
the demand. Although sentimental
and full of stereotypes, Uncle Tom’s
Cabin portrayed with undeniable
force the cruelty of slavery and pos
ited a fundamental conflict betwee
free and slave societies. It inspir

widespread enthusiasm for
tislavery cause, appealing as i di
to basic human emotions\—"in-
dignation at injustic for

the helpless individ osed to
ruthless exploit

In 1854 thé isgtie of slavery in
the territories w wed and the

quarrel became more bitter. The re-

gion that prises Kansas and
Nebraska being rapidly settled,
in essure for the establish-
ment ‘of territorial, and eventually,

S vernments.
r terms of the Missouri

mpromise of 1820, the entire re-

ion was closed to slavery. Dominant
$ ave-holding elements in Missouri
objected to letting Kansas become a

free territory, for their state would

might be forced to become a free
state as well. Their congréssiong

delegation, backed by Southegners
blocked all efforts to org
region.

At this point, Stéphen A, Doug-

las enraged all free-soil supporters.
Douglas argued %a Compro-
mise of 1850, having left Utah and

New Mexico o xesolve the slav-

ery issu emselves, superseded
the Mis promise. His plan
called for territories, Kansas

and N:.}raska. It permitted settlers

then have three free-soil neighb 5%
(Illinois, Iowa, and Kansas) A

to carry slaves into them and even-
ally to determine whether they
ild enter the Union as free or
¢ states.
Douglas’s opponents accused him
f currying favor with the South in
order to gain the presidency in 1856.
The free-soil movement, which had
seemed to be in decline, reemerged
with greater momentum than ever.
Yet in May 1854, Douglas’s plan in
the form of the Kansas-Nebraska
Act passed Congress to be signed by
President Franklin Pierce. Southern
enthusiasts celebrated with cannon
fire. But when Douglas subsequently
visited Chicago to speak in his own
defense, the ships in the harbor low-
ered their flags to half-mast, the
church bells tolled for an hour, and a
crowd of 10,000 hooted so loudly that
he could not make himself heard.
The immediate results of Douglas’s
ill-starred measure were momen-
tous. The Whig Party, which had
straddled the question of slavery ex-
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pansion, sank to its death, and in its
stead a powerful new organization
arose, the Republican Party, whose
primary demand was that slavery be
excluded from all the territories. In
1856, it nominated John Fremont,
whose expeditions into the Far West
had won him renown. Fremont lost
the election, but the new party swept
a great part of the North. Such free-
soil leaders as Salmon P. Chase and
William Seward exerted greater in-
fluence than ever. Along with them
appeared a tall, lanky Illinois attor-
ney, Abraham Lincoln.

Meanwhile, the flow of both
Southern slave holders and antislav-
ery families into Kansas resulted in
armed conflict. Soon the territory
was being called “bleeding Kansas.”
The Supreme Court made thin

gress could not restrict the expan-

sion of slavery. This last asserti
invalidated former compromise$ on
slavery and made new ones iffipos-

sible to craft.

The Dred Scott decision
fierce resentment thro
North. Never beforehad th
been so bitterly conde s FOF

decision

Southern Demo h
was a great victo ge it gave ju-

dicial sancti their justification

ut the
ourt

of slavery throug the territories.
LINC UGLAS, AND
BROWN
/

braham Lincoln had long re-
arded slavery as an evil. As ear-
854 in a widely publicized
speech, he declared that all national
islation should be framed on the

D

worse with its infamous 1857
Scott decision. rinciple that slavery was to be re-

Scott was a Missouri slave'who,
some 20 years earlier, had b -
en by his master to inois

and the Wisconsin Te ; in both
places, slavery wag’ba Return-
ing to Missourifand’becoming dis-
contented with ifg'there, Scott

sued for liberation on"the ground of

his residen ree soil. A majority

of the Supreme Court — dominated

by Sou rs — decided that Scott

lacke nding in court because he
a

was a €itizen; that the laws of a
fr (Illinois) had no effect on

is status because he was the resi-
dent of a slave state (Missouri); and
that slave holders had the right to
fake their “property” anywhere in

the federal territories. Thus, Con-

stricted and eventually abolished.
He contended also that the princi-
ple of popular sovereignty was false,
for slavery in the western territo-
ries was the concern not only of the
local inhabitants but of the United
States as a whole.

In 1858 Lincoln opposed Ste-
phen A. Douglas for election to the
U.S. Senate from Illinois. In the first
paragraph of his opening campaign
speech, on June 17, Lincoln struck
the keynote of American history for
the seven years to follow:

A house divided against itself

cannot stand. I believe this

government cannot endure
permanently half-slave and half-
free. I do not expect the Union to
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be dissolved — I do not expect the

house to fall — but I do expect it

will cease to be divided.

Lincoln and Douglas engaged
in a series of seven debates in the
ensuing months of 1858. Senator
Douglas, known as the “Little Gi-
ant,” had an enviable reputation as
an orator, but he met his match in
Lincoln, who eloquently challenged
Douglas’s concept of popular sov-
ereignty. In the end, Douglas won
the election by a small margin, but
Lincoln had achieved stature as a
national figure.

By then events were spinning out
of control. On the night of October
16, 1859, John Brown, an antislavery
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were coming to accept his vie
he had been an instrument
hand of God.
THE 1860 ELECCO@
In 1860 the R ican’ Party

nominated Abraha ncoln as its
candidate for president. The Repub-
lican platform -% that slavery
could spre o farther, promised
a tariff for the ection of indus-
try, anc % the enactment of
a law granting free homesteads to

settlers who would help in the open-
ing offthe West. Southern Demo-

ats, unwilling in the wake of the
Scott case to accept Douglas’s

lar sovereignty, split from the

fanatic who had captured and kille
five proslavery settlers in Kansas, party and nominated Vice President

three years before, led a band of g

lowers in an attack on the fedéral
arsenal at Harper’s Ferry (in\what
is now West Virginia). Bro

was to use the wea d to
lead a slave uprising. o days
of fighting, Brown a urviving

$
men were tak sonér by a force
of U.S. Marines manded by
Colonel Robert E. Lee.
Brown’s{ attémpt confirmed the

worst fear many Southerners.
An e ctivists, on the other
hand rally hailed Brown as a

to a great cause. Virginia
u n on trial for conspiracy,
Eson, and murder. On December
859, he was hanged. Although

most Northerners had initially con-
demned him, increasing numbers

ohn C. Breckenridge of Kentucky
for president. Stephen A. Douglas
was the nominee of northern Dem-
ocrats. Diehard Whigs from the
border states, formed into the Con-
stitutional Union Party, nominated
John C. Bell of Tennessee.

Lincoln and Douglas compet-
ed in the North, Breckenridge and
Bell in the South. Lincoln won only
39 percent of the popular vote, but
had a clear majority of 180 elector-
al votes, carrying all 18 free states.
Bell won Tennessee, Kentucky, and
Virginia; Breckenridge took the oth-
er slave states except for Missouri,
which was won by Douglas. Despite
his poor showing, Douglas trailed
only Lincoln in the popular vote. &
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Women Rights and Abolitionism

WOMEN’S RIGHTS Dorothea Dix was but one sterling exdfhple of
many middle-class women who devoted themselves to improving thequality
of life in American society. Others argued that women shoulddirstsfects on
improving domestic life. Catharine Beecher, a leader in the education/move-
ment and founder of women’s schools in Connecticut and ©hig, published a
best-selling guide prescribing the domestic sphere for wemen. AdTreatise on
Domestic Economy (1841) became the leading handbok of what historians
have labeled the cult of domesticity. While Beecher mpheld*high standards in
women’s education, she also accepted the prevailing view,that the “woman’s
sphere” was the home and argued that young @vomen should be trained in
the domestic arts.

The social custom of assigning the sexes different roles was not new, of
course. In earlier agrarian societies gender-baged functions were closely tied
to the household and often overlapped. As the more complex industrial
economy of the nineteenth century mdtured, economic production came to
be increasingly separated from theghome,/@and the home in turn became a
refuge from the outside world, with'separate and distinct functions for men
and women. Some have argued(thagthe home became a trap for women, a
suffocating prison that hindered,individual fulfillment. But others noted
that the middle-class homeseftén gave women a sphere of independence in
which they might exercisesa degree of initiative and leadership. The so-called
cult of domesticity idealized a woman’s moral role in civilizing husband and
family.

The official sfatug’of women during the first half of the nineteenth cen-
tury remained much as'it had been in the colonial era. Women were barred
from the ministry and most other professions. Higher education was hardly
an option. Wemen could not serve on juries, nor could they vote. A wife
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often had no control over her property or even over her children. A wife %W

could not make a will, sign a contract, or bring suit in court without he
husband’s permission. Her legal status was like that of a minor, a slave, or

free black.
Gradually, however, women began to protest their status, and men bega

to listen. The organized movement for women’s rights emerged%)o,

when the anti-slavery movement split over the question of women’s
participate. Women decided then that they needed to organiz If of

their own emancipation, too.
In 1848, two prominent moral reformers and advocates |of gyomen’s

rights, Lucretia Mott, a Philadelphia Quaker, and Elizab 3 tanton, a
graduate of New York’s Troy Female Seminary who re % be merely “a

household drudge,” called a convention to discuss “W , civil, and reli-
org

gious condition and rights of women.” The hasti ed Seneca Falls
Convention, the first of its kind, issued on July % , a clever paraphrase
of Thomas Jefferson’s Declaration of Independencenalled the Declaration
of Sentiments, it proclaimed the self-evident tr}th that “all men and women

are created equal.” All laws that placed women®in a position inferior to that
of men, are contrary to the great preceptiof nature, and therefore of no force
or most of the one thousand
delegates, and only about a third
of them signed the radical docu-
ment. Yet the Seneca Falls gath-
ering represented an important
first step in the evolving cam-
paign for women’s rights.

From 1850 until the Civil War,
the leaders of the women’s
rights movement held annual
conventions, delivered lectures,
and circulated petitions. The
movement struggled in the
face of meager funds and anti-

feminist women and men. Its
success resulted from the work
of a few undaunted women who
s refused to be cowed by the odds
Susan'B. Anthony against them. Susan B. Anthony,

Stanton (left) “forged the thunderbolts and already active in temperance
\Miss Anthony hurled them.” and anti-slavery groups, joined
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the crusade in the 1850s. Unlike Stanton and Mott, she was unmarried and
therefore able to devote most of her attention to the women’s crusade. As
one observer put it, Stanton “forged the thunderbolts and Miss Anthony
hurled them.” Both were young when the movement started, and both Jived
into the twentieth century, focusing after the Civil War on demands fog
women’s suffrage. Many of the feminists, like Elizabeth Stanton and Lueretia
Mott, had supportive husbands, and the movement recruitedgprominent
male champions, such as Ralph Waldo Emerson, Walt Whitman{ William
Ellery Channing, and William Lloyd Garrison.

The fruits of the women’s rights movement ripened slowly, Women did
not gain the vote but did make some legal gains. In 1839¢'Mississippi became
the first state to grant married women control over their property; by the
1860s, eleven more states had such laws. Still, the onlyjobs open to educated
women in any number were nursing and teaching, both“of which extended
the domestic roles of health care and nurture tolthe outside world. Both pro-
fessions brought relatively lower status and pay than/man’s work” despite
the skills, training, and responsibility involved.

UTOPIAN COMMUNITIES Amidythe pervasive climate of reform
during the early nineteenth century, the quiest for utopia flourished. Plans
for ideal communities had long beeft’ an Asfierican passion, at least since the
Puritans set out to build a wildernessyZion in New England. More than a
hundred utopian communities(sptang up between 1800 and 1900. Those
founded by the Shakers, officially the United Society of Believers in Christ’s
Second Appearing, proved tg"bejlong lasting. Ann Lee (Mother Ann Lee)
arrived in New York feem England with eight followers in 1774. Believing
religious fervor to be afigmef inspiration from the Holy Ghost, Mother Ann
and her followers fiad steange fits in which they saw visions and prophesied.
These manifestdtions later evolved into a ritual dance—hence the name
Shakers. Shaker doetrifie held God to be a dual personality: in Christ the
masculine side was manifested; in Mother Ann, the feminine element.
Mother Ang preaghed celibacy to prepare Shakers for the perfection that was
promised themyin heaven.

Mother Ann died in 1784, but the group found new leaders. From the first
community, at New Lebanon, New York, the movement spread into New
England;Ohio, and Kentucky. By 1830 about twenty groups were flourishing.
In these’Shaker communities all property was held in common. The Shakers’
farms were among the nation’s leading sources of garden seed and medicinal
herbs, and many of their manufactures, including clothing, household items,
and especially furniture, were prized for their simple beauty.

www.mrjohnedward.com

35



John Humphrey Noyes, founder of the Oneida Community, had a quite
different model of the ideal community. The son of a Vermont congressman,
educated at Dartmouth College and Yale Divinity School, Noyes was cons
verted at one of Charles Grandison Finney’s revivals and entered the min-
istry. He was forced out, however, when he declared that with true conversion
came perfection and a complete release from sin. In 1836 he gathered'a group
of “Perfectionists” around his home in Putney, Vermont. Ten yeaws later,
Noyes announced a new doctrine, “complex marriage,” which me@mt that
every man in the community was married to every woman andwice versa. “In
a holy community,” he claimed, “there is no more reason why Sexual inter-
course should be restrained by law, than why eating and dfinkingshould be.”
Authorities thought otherwise, and Noyes was arrested, for practicing his
“free love” theology. He fled to New York State andfin_1848"¢stablished the
Oneida Community, which numbered more than two hundfed by 1851.

Brook Farm in Massachusetts was the most ¢elebrated of all the utopian
communities because it grew out of the Transcendental movement. George
Ripley, a Unitarian minister and Transcendentalist, conceived of Brook
Farm as a kind of early-day think tank, combining high thinking and plain
living. In 1841 he and several dozen other like-minded utopians moved to
the 175-acre farm eight miles southwest ofy Boston. Brook Farm became
America’s first secular utopian communitywOne of its members, the novelist
Nathaniel Hawthorne, called Brook Farm “our beautiful scheme of a noble
and unselfish life” The social éxpérimient attracted excited attention and
hundreds of visitors. Its residents shared the tasks of maintaining the build-
ings, tending the fields, and\preparing the meals. They also organized pic-
nics, dances, lectures, and disclissions. The place survived, however, mainly
because of an excellent€ommunity school that drew tuition-paying students
from outside. In 1846, Brook Farm’s main building burned down, and the
community spirit expiredrin the embers.

Utopian communitie$, with few exceptions, quickly ran out of steam. The
communal social experiments, performed in relative isolation, had little effect
on the outside world, where reformers wrestled with the sins of the multitudes.
Among all the'targets of the reformers’ wrath, one great evil would finally take
precedence over the others: human bondage. The Transcendentalist reformer
Theodore Parker declared that slavery was “the blight of this nation, the curse
of the Notth and the curse of the South.” The paradox of American slavery cou-
pled with American freedom, of “the world’s fairest hope linked with man’s
foulest crime,” in the novelist Herman Melville’s words, would inspire the cli-
mactic crusade of the age, abolitionism, one that would ultimately move to the
center of the political stage and sweep the nation into an epic civil war.
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ANTI-SLAVERY MOVEMENTS

The men who drafted the federal constitution in 1787 were pragmas
tists. They realized that many of the southern states would tolerate no eftort
to weaken, much less abolish, the “peculiar institution” of slavery. So they.
worked out compromises that avoided dealing with the moral staifi of"Stay-
ery on a young nation dedicated to liberty. But most of them knew thatthere
eventually would be a day of reckoning. That day of reckoningapproached
as the nineteenth century unfolded.

EARLY OPPOSITION TO SLAVERY Efforts tof weakenvfor abolish
slavery gathered momentum with each passing year after 1800. The first
organized emancipation movement appeared in 1817%ith the formation of
the American Colonization Society, which propaosed, to retiirn freed slaves to
Africa. Its supporters included such prominent,figures as James Madison,
James Monroe, Henry Clay, John Marshall, and Dani€l Webster. Some sup-
ported the colonization movement because of their opposition to slavery;
others saw it as a way to bolster slavery by getting rid of potentially trouble-
some free blacks. Leaders of the free blagk community denounced it from
the start. The United States of America, theystressed, was their native land.
Nevertheless, in 1821, agents of the American Colonization Society acquired
from local chieftains in West Afrieasa paxcel of land that became the nucleus
of a new nation. In 1822 the firstffreed slaves were transported there, and
twenty-five years later the society relinquished control to the Free and Inde-
pendent Republic of LiberiayBut'given its uncertain purpose, the African
colonization movementyrecéived only meager support from either anti-
slavery or pro-slaveryfelements. In all only about fifteen thousand blacks
migrated to Africa’up to ¥860, approximately twelve thousand with the help
of the ColonizatienySociety. The number was infinitesimal compared with
the number of slave Bigths each year in the United States.

FROM GRADUALISM TO ABOLITIONISM Meanwhile, in the early
1830s thgganti®slavery movement adopted an aggressive new strategy. Its
initial'efforts to promote a gradual end to slavery by prohibiting it in the new
western, territories and encouraging owners to free their slaves by the act
of manumission gave way to demands for immediate abolition everywhere.
Awzealous white Massachusetts activist named William Lloyd Garrison best
exemplified the change in outlook.

In 1831, Garrison launched in Boston a new anti-slavery newspaper, The
Liberator. Garrison had edited several anti-slavery papers but had grown
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impatient with the strategy of moder-
ation. In the first issue of The Libera;
tor, he renounced “the popular but
pernicious doctrine of gradual eman-
cipation.” In calling for immediate
abolition, he vowed, “I will bé as harsh
as truth, and as uncomppomising/as
justice. ... I am in earne§t—TWwill not
equivocate—I will noprexctse=#+1 will
not retreat a single inch+AND I
WILL BE HEARDY”

Garrison’s militancy gutraged slave

Portrait of William Lloyd Garrison

owners as well'as some whites in the
North. In 1835 a mgb of angry whites
dragged Garrison through the streets
of Boston atethe end of a rope. A

Garrison was a vocal abolitionist: an
advocate of immediate emancipation.

southern slaveholder warned Garrison “to desist your infamous endeavors
to instill into the minds of the negroes the idea that ‘men must be free.”
Garrison reminded critics that, howeversuolent his language, he was a paci-
tist opposed to the use of force. “We de not*preach rebellion,” he stressed.
The prospect “of a bloody insurrection in the South fills us with dismay,” but
“if any people were ever justifiedsim, thfewing off the yoke of their tyrants,
the slaves are the people.”

During the 1830s, Garrison became the nation’s most fervent, principled,
and unyielding foe of slavery\Hé"and others making up the vanguard of the
abolitionist crusade wete, evangelical Christians. Most of the northerners
involved in the anti-slavery®movement were white churchgoers and their
ministers. In 1831, two prominent New York City evangelical merchants,
Arthur and LewisyIappan, provided Garrison with the funds to launch his
abolitionist newspapety The Liberator. Two years later, the Tappans, Garrison,
and a group ofWQuaker reformers, black activists, and evangelicals organized
the AmericamAnti=Slavery Society. That same year, Parliament ended slavery
througho@tythe British Empire by passing the Emancipation Act of 1833,
whereby'slaveholders were paid to give up their “human property.” In 1835
the Tdppans hired Charles Grandison Finney to head the anti-slavery faculty
at Oberlin, the new college established by the Tappans in northern Ohio.

The American Anti-Slavery Society, financed by the Tappans, created a
national network of newspapers, offices, chapters, and activists. Virtually
every chapter was affiliated with a local Christian church. By 1840, some
160,000 people belonged to the American Anti-Slavery Society and its affili-
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ate organizations. The Society stressed that “slaveholding is a heinous crime
in the sight of God, and that the duty, safety, and best interests of all con-
cerned, require its immediate abandonment.” The society went beyond the
issue of emancipation to argue that blacks should “share an equality with/the
whites, of civil and religious privileges.” The group organized a barrage of
propaganda for its cause, including periodicals, tracts, agents, lecturess,
organizers, and fund-raisers. In 1835, the American Anti-Slavery Sogciety
flooded the South with anti-slavery pamphlets and newspapers, Infutiated
southern slaveholders called for state and federal laws to preyengthe distrib-
ution of anti-slavery literature.

The most radical figure among the mostly white Gargisoniansiwas a free
black named David Walker. In 1829, he published Walker®s,Appeal, in which
he denounced the hypocrisy of Christians in the slavehelding South endors-
ing the practice of race-based human bondage. “Are,we men?” he asked. “I
ask you, O my brethren, are we MEN? Did our Creatorimake us to be slaves
to dust and ashes like ourselves?”

A SPLIT IN THE MOVEMENT As the abolitionist movement spread,
debates over tactics intensified. The Garrisenians felt that American society
had been corrupted from top to bottom and needed universal reform. Garri-
son embraced every important reformi movement of the day: abolition, tem-
perance, pacifism, and women’s rights. He also championed equal social and
legal rights for African Americans{His unconventional religious ideas led
him to break with the organjzedychurch, which to his mind was in league
with slavery. The federal goyverantent was all the more so. The Constitution,
he said, was “a covenant'with death and an agreement with hell.” Garrison
therefore refused to yote.

Other reformers'werse 165§ dogmatic and sweeping. They saw American
society as fundamentally$Sound and concentrated on purging it of slavery.
Garrison struck them™a8 an impractical fanatic. A showdown came in 1840
on the issue ofwomen’s rights. Women had joined the abolition movement
from the staftybut Targely in groups without men. At that time, it was com-
mon practi€e,to allow women speakers to address audiences comprised only
of women,, Then the activities of the Grimké sisters brought the issue of
womef ' Swights to center stage.

Sarah and Angelina Grimké, daughters of a prominent South Carolina
slaveéholding family, had broken with their parents and moved north to
embrace Quakerism, abolitionism, feminism, and other reforms. As anti-
slavery activists, they set out speaking first to audiences of women and even-
tually to both men and women. Their unconventional behavior provoked
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Sarah (left) and Angelina (right) Grimké

After moving away from their slaveholding family,&e Grimké sisters devoted
themselves to abolitionism and feminism.

the Congregational clergy of M etts to chastise them for engaging in
unfeminine activity. The chai the Connecticut Anti-Slavery Society
declared, “No woman sh eak or vote where I am a moderator.”
Catharine Beecher remi activist sisters that women occupy “a sub-

to the other sex” and that they should therefore
domestic and social circle.” Angelina Grimké
chfconventional arguments. “It is a woman’s right,” she

oicg'in all laws and regulations by which she is to be gov-
erned, whether in church or in state.”

ordinate relation in so
limit their activiti
stoutly rejected
insisted, “to have

The deba r the role of women in the anti-slavery movement crackled
and simmered until it finally exploded in 1840. At the Anti-Slavery Society’s
ann eeting that year, the Garrisonians convinced a majority of delegates

that wo should participate equally in the organization. They did not
co@he group to women’s rights in any other way, however. Contrary

i mainly from the Tappans’ New York group, ranged from outright
anti¥feminism to the fear of scattering shots over too many reforms. The
Tappans and their supporters walked out of the convention and formed the
\Aﬁqerican and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society.
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A third faction of the American Anti-Slavery Society also broke with
Garrison. They had grown skeptical that the “moral suasion” promoted by Gar=
rison would ever lead to abolition. In 1840, they formed the Liberty party in‘an
effort to elect an American president who would abolish slavery. Theirgiomi-
nee, James Gillespie Birney, was a former slaveholder turned abolitionist from
Alabama. Birney had converted to abolitionism and moved to Ohie. L1837,
he had become executive secretary of the American Anti-Slavery Soeiety. In
the 1840, election he polled only seven thousand votes, but ify l1844%he won
sixty thousand, and from that time forth an anti-slavery paty €ontested every
national election until Abraham Lincoln won the presidency in 1860.

BLACK ANTI-SLAVERY ACTIVITY Many white abolitionists also
balked at granting full recognition to black abolitionists of either sex. White
abolitionists expected free blacks to take a b@ekseatsin the movement.
Despite the invitation to form separate groups, African American leaders
were active in the white societies from the beginning. Three attended the
organizational meeting of the American Anti#Slavery Society in 1833, and
some—notably former slaves, who could speak from firsthand experience—
became outstanding agents for the mevement. Garrison pronounced men
such as Henry Bibb and William Wells‘Brown, both escapees from Kentucky,
and Frederick Douglass, who had*fled enslavement in Maryland, “the best
qualified to address the public oft the subject of slavery.”

Douglass, blessed with an impesing frame and a simple eloquence,
became the best-known black, man in America. “I appear before the
immense assembly this evening as a thief and a robber,” he told a Massachu-
setts group in 1842. “I stole this head, these limbs, this body from my master,
and ran off with themy Fearful of capture after publishing his Narrative of
the Life of Fredegick Douglass (1845), he left for an extended lecture tour of
the British Isles, réturning two years later with enough money to purchase
his freedom. He then started an abolitionist newspaper for blacks, the North
Star, in Rocliester, New York.

Douglass’'ssNarrative was but the best known among hundreds of such
accounts. ESeapees often made it out of slavery on their own—Douglass
borrowedwa pass (required in the slave states for blacks to circulate in soci-
ety) from a free black seaman—but many were aided by the Underground
Railread, which grew into a vast system of secret routes and safe stopping
places that concealed runaways and spirited them to freedom, often over the
Canadian border. Between 1810 and 1850, tens of thousands of southern
slaves ran away and fled north. A few intrepid refugees returned to the slave

www.mrjohnedward.com

41



Portraits of Frederick Douglass (left) and Sojourrf Truth (right)

Both Douglass and Truth were leading abolitionists and captivating orators.

states to organize more escapes. x Harriet Tubman, the most cele-
brated runaway, risked everyth enture back to the South nineteen
times and helped three hundred sl escape.

Equally courageous was k abolitionist Sojourner Truth. Born to
slaves in the Dutch fatmi ture of upstate New York in 1797, she was
given the name Isabe ” Hardenbergh but renamed herself in 1843

tion with God, who told her “to travel up and
against the sins of slavery. She did just that, criss-
ring the 1840s and 1850s, exhorting audiences to
support women’s rights and the immediate abolition of slavery. Having been
a slave until{freed,by a New York law in 1827, Sojourner Truth was able to
co

(¢0)

crossing the coun

iction and knowledge about the evils of the “peculiar insti-
inequality of women. As she told a gathering of the Ohio
Women’s Rights Convention in 1851, “I have plowed, and planted, and gath-
erebarns, and no man could head me—and ar’n’t I a woman? I have

nethirteen children, and seen ’em mos’ all sold off into slavery, and when
I cried out with a mother’s grief, none but Jesus heard—and arnt I a
woman?”

\0
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Through such compelling testimony, Sojourner Truth demonstrated the
powerful intersection of abolitionism and feminism, and in the process she
tapped the distinctive energies that women brought to reformist causes. “If the
first woman God ever made was strong enough to turn the world upsidg'down
all alone,” she concluded in her address to the Ohio gathering, “theseswomen
together ought to be able to turn it back, and get it right side up again!?

REACTIONS TO ABOLITIONISM Racism was a pervasive national
problem in the nineteenth century. Even in the North, dbolitionists con-
fronted hostile white crowds who disliked blacks orgsfound anti-slavery
agitation bad for business. In 1837 a mob in Illinois Killed the anti-slavery
newspaper editor Elijah P. Lovejoy, giving the moyementsa’ martyr to the
causes of both abolition and freedom of the press.

Lovejoy had begun his career as a Presbyteridn mimister in New England.
He moved to St. Louis, in slaveholding Missouri, Where he published a news-
paper that repeatedly denounced alcohol, Catholicism, and slavery. When a
pro-slavery mob destroyed his printing officef’he moved across the Missis-
sippi River to Alton, Illinois. There mdbs twice more destroyed his printing
press. When a new press arrived, LoVejoymand several of his supporters
armed themselves and took up defehsivespositions. On November 7, 1837,
thugs gathered outside, hurling stones, and firing shots into the building.
One of Lovejoy’s allies fired back, killing one of the rioters. The mob then set
fire to the warehouse, shoutingy Killlevery damned abolitionist as he leaves.”
A shotgun blast killed Lovejoy™His murder aroused a frenzy of indignation.
John Quincy Adams sdid thatbovejoy’s death sent “a shock as of an earth-
quake throughout the ontinent.” At one of the hundreds of memorial ser-
vices across the North ‘angfizzled, lean John Brown rose, raised his right
hand, and declafed,/"Here, before God, in the presence of these witnesses,
from this time, I consegrate my life to the destruction of slavery!” Brown and
other militants,decided that only violence would dislodge the sin of slavery.

In the 1830s, abelitionism (also called immediatism) took a political turn,
focusing atyfirst'on Congress. One shrewd strategy was to deluge Congress
with petitions ¢alling for the abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia.
MostrSuch petitions were presented by former president John Quincy
Adams, elected to the House from Massachusetts in 1830. In 1836, however,
thesHouse adopted a rule to lay abolition petitions automatically on the
tabley in effect ignoring them. Adams, “Old Man Eloquent,” stubbornly
fought this “gag rule” as a violation of the First Amendment and hounded its
supporters until the rule was repealed in 1844.
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THE DEFENSE OF SLAVERY The growing strength and visibility of the
abolitionist movement prompted southerners to launch an equally aggressive
defense of slavery. During the 1830s and after, pro-slavery leaders worked out
an elaborate rationale for the supposed benefits of slavery. The evangeli¢al
Christian churches in the South, which had widely condemned slavery at one
time, gradually turned pro-slavery. Biblical passages were cited to blittzess
slaveholding. Had not the patriarchs of the Hebrew Bible held people in
bondage? Had not Saint Paul advised servants to obey their master§ andteld a
fugitive servant to return to his master? And had not Jesus remaiied silent on
the subject, at least so far as the Gospels reported his words? In 18441845,
disputes over slavery split two great denominations along gectionalilines and
led to the formation of the Southern Baptist Convention and the Methodist
Episcopal Church, South. Presbyterians, the only othet fagjor denomination
to divide by regions, did not do so until the Civil Wag

Biblical defenses of slavery were soon joined By more audacious argu-
ments in favor of the “peculiar institution.” In Febrtrary 1837, South Car-
olina’s John C. Calhoun, the most prominent southern political leader, told
the Senate that slavery was not evil. Instead, it was “good—a great good.” He
brazenly asserted that the Africans broughtyto America “had never existed
in so comfortable, so respectable, or so divilized a condition, as that which
is now enjoyed in the Southern states.” If slavery were abolished, Calhoun
warned, the principle of white racial, supremacy would be compromised:
“the next step would be to raise thefnegroes [sic] to a social and political
equality with the whites.” What 1§ more, Calhoun and other defenders of
slavery claimed, blacks could netbe expected to work under conditions of
freedom. They were too shiftlessand improvident, the argument went, and
if freed, they would be d danger to themselves as well as to others. White
workers, on the othér handjyfeared the competition for jobs if slaves were
freed. Calhoun’s strident défense of slavery as a “positive good” led Henry
Clay of Kentucky, himself a slave owner, to describe the South Carolina
leader as “a rigidsfanatic, ambitious, selfishly partisan and sectional turn-
coat with too much genius and too little common sense, who will either die
a traitor org@madman.”

The inéreasingly heated debate over slavery drove a widening wedge
betweert™North and South. Of the many reform movements that swept
across'the nation during the first half of the nineteenth century, abolition-
ism weuld send tremors throughout the Union. In 1831, William Lloyd
Garrison noted that the “bond of our Union is becoming more and more
brittle.” He predicted—correctly—that an eventual “separation between the
free and slave States” was “unavoidable.” Although few northerners in the 1830s
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Anti-Slavery Movements - 415 : W

viewed slavery as the nation’s foremost issue, that would change by @
1850s. By mid-century, a large number of Americans, mostly Whigsy had
come to see southern slavery as a national abomination that shoul@
allowed to expand into the new western territories. The militant #€forme
who were determined to prevent slavery from expanding came t
“free soilers,” and their crusade to improve American life wo
climax in the Civil War.

ed

www.mrjohnedward.com



Questions 32-41 are based on the following
passages.

These passages are adapted from the Lincoln-Douglas
debates. Passage 1 is from a statement by Stephen Douglas.
Passage 2 is from a statement by Abraham Lincoln. Douglas
and Lincoln engaged in a series of debates while competing
for a US Senate seat in 1858.

Passage 1
Mr. Lincoln likens that bond of the Federal
Constitution, joining Free and Slave States together,
to a house divided against itself, and says that it is
Line contrary to the law of God, and cannot stand.

5 When did he learn, and by what authority does he
proclaim, that this Government is contrary to the law
of God and cannot stand? It has stood thus divided
into Free and Slave States from its organization up to
this day. During that period we have increased from

10 four millions to thirty millions of people; we have
extended our territory from the Mississippi to the
Pacific Ocean; we have acquired the Floridas and
Texas, and other territory sufficient to double our
geographical extent; we have increased in population,

15 in wealth, and in power beyond any example on
earth; we have risen from a weak and feeble powe
become the terror and admiration of the civilized
world; and all this has been done under a
Constitution which Mr. Lincoln, in substance,

20 in violation of the law of God; and under a
divided into Free and Slave States, whic
thinks, because of such division, ¢ .

who

Surely, Mr. Lincoln is a wiser man t
framed the Government. . ..

25 [ now come back to the q nnot this
Union exist forever, divide Slave
States, as our fathers made it s exist if each
State will carry out the principles which our

institutions were founded; to wit, the right of each

eat principle, and this
ver, but it will extend

ving with a rapidity unequalled in
orld, that our national increase is
e emigration from the old world is
quiring us to expand and acquire new
time to time, in order to give our

regulating its own affairs

business, we can go on
45 as fast and as far as we nee

Passage 2
In complaining

of what I sdid in my speech at
he s accepted my

orship . . . he again quotes

aid that “a house divided

features of the States. I agree to all that. Have these
very matters ever produced any difficulty among us?
Not at all. Have we ever had any quarrel over the fact
that they have laws in Louisiana designed to regulate
e commerce that springs from the production of
gar? Or because we have a different class relative to
the production of flour in this State? Have they
produced any differences? Not at all. They are the
very cements of this Union. They don’t make the
65 house a “house divided against itself.” They are the
props that hold up the house and sustain the Union.
But has it been so with this element of slavery?
Have we not always had quarrels and difficulties over
it? And when will we cease to have quarrels over it?
70 Like causes produce like effects. It is worth while to
observe that we have generally had comparative
peace upon the slavery question, and that there has
been no cause for alarm until it was excited by the
effort to spread it into new territory. Whenever it has
75 been limited to its present bounds, and there has
been no effort to spread it, there has been peace. All
the trouble and convulsion has proceeded from
efforts to spread it over more territory. It was thus at
the date of the Missouri Compromise. It was so again
80 with the annexation of Texas; so with the territory
acquired by the Mexican War; and it is so now.
Whenever there has been an effort to spread it there
has been agitation and resistance. . . . Do you think
that the nature of man will be changed, that the same
85 causes that produced agitation at one time will not
have the same effect at another?
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Questions 33-42 are based on the following
passages.

Passage 1is adapted from Abraham Lincoln, “Address to the
Young Men's Lyceum of Springfield, lllinois.” Originally
delivered in 1838. Passage 2 is from Henry David Thoreau,
“Resistance to Civil Government.” Originally published

in 1849,

Passage 1

Let every American, every lover of liberty, every
well wisher to his posterity, swear by the blood of the
Revolution, never to violate in the least particular,
the laws of the country; and never to tolerate their
violation by others. As the patriots of seventy-six did
to the support of the Declaration of Independence, so
to the support of the Censtitution and Laws, let every
American pledge his life, his property, and his sacred
honor;—let every man remember that to violate the

10 law, is to trample on the blood of his father, and to

15

tear the character of his own, and his children’s
liberty. Let reverence for the laws, be breathed by
every American mother, to the lisping babe, that
prattles on her lap—let it be taught in schools, in
seminaries, and in colleges;—let it be written in
Primers, spelling books, and in Almanacs;—let it be
preached from the pulpit, proclaimed in legislative
halls, and enforced in courts of justice. And, in short,
let it become the political religion of the nation;

20 and let the old and the young, the rich and the poor,

25

30 should be repealed as soon as possible, still

the grave and the gay, of all sexes and tongues, and
colors and conditions, sacrifice unceasingly upon its
altars, ...

When I so pressingly urge a strict observance of
all the laws, let me not be understood as saying ther
are no bad laws, nor that grievances may not aris
for the redress of which, no legal provisions have
been made. [ mean to say no such thing. But I
mean to say, that, although bad laws, if they exi

4

oS

45

6i

(=]

70

75

80

85

47

There is no grievance that is a fit object of r
by mob law. In any case that arises, as for instdnce,
the promulgation of abolitionism, one of two
positions is necessarily true; that is, the
within itself, and therefore deserves the pre
all law and all good citizens; or, it is
therefore proper to be prohibited byfleg
enactments; and in neither case, is the int
of mob law, either necessary, j able, or

Passage 2
Unjust laws exist; shall #ve be ¢
them, or shall we endea

to obey
them, and obey

them at once? Men
government as this,
unti] they have persua

e remedy is worse than the
. Why is it not more apt to

e for reform? Why does it not

ority? Why does it cry and resist

the machine of government, let it go, let it go;
perchance it will wear smooth—certainly the
machine will wear out. If the injustice has a spring, or
a pulley, or a rope, or a crank, exclusively for itself,
then perhaps you may consider whether the remedy
ill not be worse than the evil; but if it is of such a
ature that it requires you to be the agent of injustice
to another, then, I say, break the law. Let your life be
a counter friction to stop the machine. What I have
to do is to see, at any rate, that I do not lend myself to
the wrong which T condemn.

As for adopting the ways which the State has
provided for remedying the evil, I know not of such
ways. They take too much time, and a man’s life will
be gone. I have other affairs to attend to. I came into
this world, not chiefly to make this a good place to
live in, but to live in it, be it good or bad. A man has
not everything to do, but something; and because he
cannot do everything, it is not necessary that he
should do something wrong. . ..

I do not hesitate to say, that those who call
themselves Abolitionists should at once effectually
withdraw their support, both in person and property,
from the government . . . and not wait till they
constitute a majority of one, before they suffer the
right to prevail through them. I think that it is
enough if they have God on their side, without
waiting for that other one. Moreover, any man more
right than his neighbors constitutes a majority of one
already.
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Declaration of Sentiments

by Elizabeth Cady Stanton

with Lucretia Mott, who, like her, had been excluded from the World Anti-Slavery
Convention in London eight years earlier. Modeling her declaration closely on the
Declaration of Independence, Stanton extended it to list the grievances of women

The Declaration also called for the right for women to vote, a radical demand that
helped launch the women's suffrage movement, leading, ultimately, to the

recognition of voting rights for women in the nineteenth Amendment, in 19.
(Introduction from Foices of a People's History of the United States by Z%
Arnove)

When, in the course of human events, it
becomes necessary for one portion of the
family of man to assume among the people
of the earth a position different from that
which they have hitherto occupied, but one
to which the laws of nature and of nature's
God entitle them, a decent respect to the
opinions of mankind requires that they
should declare the causes that impel them to
such a course.

We hold these truths to be self-evident; that
all men and women are created equal; that
they are endowed by their Creator with
certain inalienable rights; that among these
are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness;
that to secure these rights governments are
mstituted, deriving their just powers fro;
the consent of the governed. Whenever
form of government becomes destru
these ends, it is the right of those
from it to refuse allegiance to
insist upon the institution of as
$'to them shall seem most likely to effect their safety and
ate that governments long established should not be
changed for light an: iént causes; and, accordingly, all experience hath shown that
mankind are more er, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by
abolishing the forms to ey were accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and
usurpations, pursuing invariably the same object, evinces a design to reduce them under
absolute despotism, it is their duty to throw off such government, and to provide new guards
Such has been the patient sufferance of the women under this
government, andysuch 1s now the necessity which constrains them to demand the equal station
to which itled.

The hist f mankind is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations on the part of man
tow: oman; having in direct object the establishment of an absolute tyranny over her. To
pr et facts be submitted to a candid world.

h ver permitted her to exercise her inalienable right to the elective franchise.
e compelled her to submit to laws, in the formation of which she had no voice.

fe has withheld from her rights which are given to the most ignorant and degraded men - both
natives and foreigners.

www.mrjohnedward.com

48

K
3

In 1848, a historic assembly of women gathered in Seneca Falls, New York, the
home of Elizabeth Cady Stanton. Stanton organized the Seneca Falls Convention
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Having deprived her of this first right as a citizen, the elective franchise, thereby leaving her
without representation in the halls of legislation, he has oppressed her on all sides.

He has made her, if married, in the eye of the law, civilly dead.
He has taken from her all right in property, even to the wages she earns.

He has made her morally, an irresponsible being, as she can commit many crimes with
impunity, provided they be done in the presence of her husband. In the covenant of masgri

chastisement.

He has so framed the laws of divorce, as to what shall be the proper causes o
of separation, to whom the guardianship of the children shall be given; as
regardless of the happiness of the women - the law, in all cases, going upo
of the supremacy of man, and giving all power into his hands.

After depriving her of all rights as a married woman, if single and the property, he
has taxed her to support a government which recognizes her onlyywhen heg
made profitable to it.

He has monopolized nearly all the profitable employment e she is permitted to
follow, she receives but a scanty remuneration.

He closes against her all the avenues to wealth and distinction, which he considers most
honorable to himself. As a teacher of theology, medicinef law, she is not known.

He has denied her the facilities for obtaining aithorough education - all colleges being closed
against her.

nate position, claiming Apostolic
authority for her exclusion from the ministry, and, some exceptions, from any public

g to the world a different code of morals for
men and women, by which moral delinqueneies which exclude women from society, are not

He has usurped the prerogati hovah himself, claiming it as his right to assign for her a
sphere of action, when her conscience and her God.

He has endeavoredgin ¢ that he could to destroy her confidence in her own powers, to
ake her willing to lead a dependent and abject life.

do feel themselves aggrieved, oppressed, and fraudulently deprived of their most sacred rights,
we insist have immediate admission to all the rights and privileges which belong to
them as gitizens 0fithese United States.

upon the great work before us, we anticipate no small amount of misconception,
tion, and ridicule; but we shall use every instrumentality within our power to
object. We shall employ agents, circulate tracts, petition the State and national

es, and endeavor to enlist the pulpit and the press in our behalf. We hope this

tion will be followed by a series of Conventions, embracing every part of the country.

Firmly relying upon the final triumph of the Right and the True, we do this day aflix our
ignatures to this declaration.
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Questions 11-21 are based on the following
passages.

Passage 1 is adapted from Catharine Beecher, Essay on
Slavery and Abolitionism. Originally published in 1837.
Passage 2 is adapted from Angelina E. Grimksé, Letters to
Catharine Beecher. Originally published in 1838. Grimké
encouraged Southern women to oppose slavery publicly.
Passage 1 is Beecher's response to Grimké’s views.
Passage 2 is Grimké's response to Beecher.

Passage 1
Heaven has appointed to one sex the superior,
and to the other the subordinate station, and this
without any reference to the character or conduct of
tine either. It is therefore as much for the dignity as it is
5 for the interest of females, in all respects to conform
to the duties of this relation. . . . But while woman
holds a subordinate relation in society to the other
sex, it is not because it was designed that her duties
or her influence should be any the less important, or
10 all-pervading. But it was designed that the mode of
gaining influence and of exercising power should be
altogether different and peculiar. . ..
A man may act on saciety by the collision of
intellect, in public debate; he may urge his measures
15 by a sense of shame, by fear and by personal interest;
he may coerce by the combination of public
sentiment; he may drive by physical force, and he
does not outstep the boundaries of his sphere. But all
the power, and all the conquests that are lawful to
20 woman, are those only which appeal to the kindly,
generous, peaceful and benevolent principles.
Woman is to win every thing by peace and love;
by making herself so much respected, esteemed an
loved, that to yield to her opinions and to gratify h
25 wishes, will be the free-will offering of the heart.
this is to be all accomplished in the domestic
social circle. There let every woman beco
cultivated and refined in intellect, thathe
judgment will be respected; so benevole
30 and action; that her motives will ‘
unassuming and unambitious,
competition will be banished;
be entreated,” as that every hea
presence; then, the fathers, the hus
35 sons, will find an influence thrown around them,

to which they will yield willingly but
proudly. ...
A woman may seek the f co-operation and

n sex, to assist her in her
iety, charity, maternal and

combination a
40 appropriate office

\0
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a woman into the attitude of a combatant, ei
herself or others—whatever binds her in a pa
conflict—whatever obliges her in any
45 coercive influences, throws her out of h

arraying females in any Abelition move

Passage 2
The investigation of thegi
50 me to a better understan

lave has led
. I have

55 great fundamepfta
illuminated, a

Il men grow out of their moral
en have the same moral nature,

alienated: his title to himself is as perfect now, as is

that of Lyman Beecher:! it is stamped on his moral

65 beié and is, like it, imperishable. Now if rights are
founded in the nature of our moral being, then the
mere circumstance of sex does not give to man higher

ts and responsibilities, than to woman. To
ppose that it does, would be to deny the

70 self-evident truth, that the “physical constitution is
the mere instrument of the moral nature.” To
suppose that it does, would be to break up utterly the
relations, of the two natures, and to reverse their
functions, exalting the animal nature into a monarch,

75 and humbling the moral into a slave; making the
former a proprietor, and the latter its property.

When human beings are regarded as moral

beings, sex, instead of being enthroned upon the
summit, administering upon rights and

80 responsibilities, sinks into insignificance and
nothingness. My doctrine then is, that whatever it is
morally right for man to do, it is morally right for
woman to do. Our duties originate, not from
difference of sex, but from the diversity of our

8s relations in life, the various gifts and talents

committed to our care, and the different eras in

which we live.

L Lyman Beecher was a famous minister and the father of
Catharine Beecher.

www.mrjohnedward.com



Questions 33-42 are based on the following
passage.
This passage is adapted from Elizabeth Cady Stanton’s

address to the 1869 Woman Suffrage Convention in
Washington, DC.

I urge a sixteenth amendment, because “manhood
suffrage,” or a man’s government, is civil, religious,
and social disorganization. The male element is a

tine destructive force, stern, selfish, aggrandizing, loving
5 war, violence, conquest, acquisition, breeding in the
material and moral world alike discord, disorder,
disease, and death. See what a record of blood and
cruelty the pages of history reveal! Through what
slavery, slaughter, and sacrifice, through what

10 inquisitions and imprisonments, pains and
persecutions, black codes and gloomy creeds, the
soul of humanity has struggled for the centuries,
while mercy has veiled her face and all hearts have
been dead alike to love and hope!

15 The male element has held high carnival thus far;
it has fairly run riot from the beginning,
overpowering the feminine element everywhere,
crushing out all the diviner qualities in human
nature, until we know but little of true manhood and

20 womanhood, of the latter comparatively nothing, for
it has scarce been recognized as a power until within
the last century. Society is but the reflection of man
himself, untempered by woman’s thought; the hard
iron rule we feel alike in the church, the state, and the

25 home. No one need wonder at the disorganization, at
the fragmentary condition of everything, when we
remember that man, who represents but half a
complete being, with but half an idea on every

subject, has undertaken the absolute control of all q

30 sublunary matters.
People object to the demands of those whom th
choose to call the strong-minded, because the

51

40 dependence, for so long as man feeds woman s
will try to please the giver and adapt herself to s
condition. To keep a foothold in society, woma

50 negation, has used indirect
and in most cases develop
both in him and herself t eded repression.
And now man himsel ds‘ap d at the results

ce are the law of life.
itory, gold mines,
nts but a new evangel of

, virtue, morality, true

The need of thi

can only secure the health, strength,
and prosperity of the nation. Whatever is done to lift
65 woman to her true position will help to usherin a
wxy of peace and perfection for the race.

In speaking of the masculine element, [ do not
w1sh to be understood to say that all men are hard,
fish, and brutal, for many of the most beautiful
1rits the world has known have been clothed with
manhood; but I refer to those characteristics, though
often marked in woman, that distinguish what is
called the stronger sex. For example, the love of
acquisition and conquest, the very pioneers of
75 civilization, when expended on the earth, the sea, the

elements, the riches and forces of nature, are powers

of destruction when used to subjugate one man to

another or to sacrifice nations to ambition.

Here that great conservator of woman’s love, if

80 permitted to assert itself, as it naturally would in

freedom against oppression, violence, and war,

would hold all these destructive forces in check, for

woman knows the cost of life better than man does,

and not with her consent would one drop of blood
85 ever be shed, one life sacrificed in vain.
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“That this nation
under God

5
R
AN

shall have a

©
new birth of freedom?\i)

President Abraham Lincoln, November 19, IQ

SECESSION AND CIVILWAR

S

the bonds of union, but the
turned a deaf ear. On April

Lincoln’s victory in the pres&f, Confederate guns opened fire on

dential election of November

made South Carolina’s seeess
from the Union Decem
foregone conclusion. T

antislavery for
1861, five mor states had
seceded. On Feb y 8, the six

states signe rovisional constitu-
tion for @fcderate States of
Americas, Théyremaining Southern
stat yet'temained in the Union,
although"Texas had begun to move
oession.
ess'than a month later, March 4,
E, Abraham Lincoln was sworn
inv@s president of the United States.
In his inaugural address, he declared

the Confederacy “legally void.” His
speech closed with a plea for restora-

e federal garrison at Fort Sumter
in the Charleston, South Carolina,
harbor. A war had begun in which
more Americans would die than in
any other conflict before or since.

In the seven states that had se-
ceded, the people responded posi-
tively to the Confederate action
and the leadership of Confeder-
ate President Jefferson Davis. Both
sides now tensely awaited the action
of the slave states that thus far had
remained loyal. Virginia seceded on
April 17; Arkansas, Tennessee, and
North Carolina followed quickly.

No state left the Union with
greater reluctance than Virginia.
Her statesmen had a leading part in
the winning of the Revolution and
the framing of the Constitution, and
she had provided the nation with



five presidents. With Virginia went
Colonel Robert E. Lee, who declined
the command of the Union Army
out of loyalty to his native state.

Between the enlarged Confed-
eracy and the free-soil North lay
the border slave states of Delaware,
Maryland, Kentucky, and Missouri,
which, despite some sympathy with
the South, would remain loyal to
the Union.

Each side entered the war with
high hopes for an early victory. In
material resources the North enjoyed
a decided advantage. Twenty-three
states with a population of 22 mil-
lion were arrayed against 11 states
inhabited by nine million, including
slaves. The industrial superiority of
the North exceeded even its prepon
derance in population, providing
with abundant facilities for
facturing arms and amm
clothing, and other supplies.
a greatly superior railway n

The South nonethéless cer-
tain advantages. Th impor-
tant was geography; t uth was

fighting a defe on its own
territory. It coul ish its inde-

pendence simply by beating off the
Northern ar The South also
had a stro military tradition,

and4posse the more experienced

militar ders.
STERN ADVANCE,
EASTERN STALEMATE

he first large battle of the war,
at Bull Run, Virginia (also known
as First Manassas) near Washington,

s

53 :
stripped away any illusions that vir:%
tory would be quick or easy. It also
established a pattern, at least ifi t
Eastern United States, of gbloody
Southern victories that neve

lated into a decisive milifary ad i -
tage for the Confederac
In contrast to its militar lures

in the East, the Union w e to se-
cure battlefield yictories in the West
and slow stratcess at sea.
Most of the at the war’s begin-
ning, was,in Unionvhands, but it was
scattere Q cak. Secretary of the
Navy Gelles took prompt
measures to strengthen it. Lincoln
then pﬁclaimed a blockade of the

outhern coasts. Although the ef-
%* the blockade was negligible
at first, by 1863 it almost completely

revented shipments of cotton to
urope and blocked the importa-
tion of sorely needed munitions,
clothing, and medical supplies to
the South.

A brilliant Union naval com-
mander, David Farragut, conducted
two remarkable operations. In April
1862, he took a fleet into the mouth
of the Mississippi River and forced
the surrender of the largest city in
the South, New Orleans, Louisiana.
In August 1864, with the cry, “Damn
the torpedoes! Full speed ahead,” he
led a force past the fortified entrance
of Mobile Bay, Alabama, captured
a Confederate ironclad vessel, and
sealed off the port.

In the Mississippi Valley, the
Union forces won an almost unin-
terrupted series of victories. They
began by breaking a long Confeder-

VMY W MewwIIE



ate line in Tennessee, thus making
it possible to occupy almost all the
western part of the state. When the
important Mississippi River port of
Memphis was taken, Union troops
advanced some 320 kilometers into
the heart of the Confederacy. With
the tenacious General Ulysses S.
Grant in command, they withstood
a sudden Confederate counterattack
at Shiloh, on the bluffs overlooking
the Tennessee River. Those killed
and wounded at Shiloh numbered
more than 10,000 on each side, a ca-
sualty rate that Americans had never
before experienced. But it was only
the beginning of the carnage.

In Virginia, by contrast, Union
troops continued to meet one de-
feat after another in a succession of
bloody attempts to capture Richs
mond, the Confederate capital. Fhe
Confederates enjoyed strong defense
positions afforded by numerous
streams cutting the road “Detween
Washington and Richmond. Their
two best generals, Robert'E. Lee and
Thomas J. (“Stonewall”) /Jackson,
both far surpagsed in ability their
early Union counferpdrts. In 1862
Union commander George McClel-
lan made a glow, excessively cautious
attempt tovseize ‘Richmond. But in
the SevemDays? Battles between June
25 and July 1y the Union troops were
driven steadily backward, both sides
suffering terrible losses.

Aftér another Confederate vic-
tory at the Second Battle of Bull
Run (or Second Manassas), Lee
¢rossed the Potomac River and in-
vaded Maryland. McClellan again

responded tentatively, despite learn-
ing that Lee had split his army and
was heavily outnumbered. 4The
Union and Confederate Armi€S met
at Antietam Creek, near Sharpsburg,
Maryland, on Septemberd7, 1862y
the bloodiest single day of/the war:
More than 4,000 died on both"sides
and 18,000 were wounded. /Despite
his numerical advantage;'however,
McClellan failed to,break Lee’s lines
or press the attack, and Lee was able
to retreat across thé Potomac with
his army{intacty AS a result, Lincoln
fired McClellan,

Although Antietam was in-
conclusive in military terms, its
consequences were nonetheless
momentous. Great Britain and
Erange, both on the verge of rec-
ognizing the Confederacy, delayed
their decision, and the South never
received the diplomatic recognition
and the economic aid from Europe
that it desperately sought.

Antietam also gave Lincoln the
opening he needed to issue the
preliminary Emancipation Procla-
mation, which declared that as of
January 1, 1863, all slaves in states re-
belling against the Union were free.
In practical terms, the proclamation
had little immediate impact; it freed
slaves only in the Confederate states,
while leaving slavery intact in the
border states. Politically, however, it
meant that in addition to preserving
the Union, the abolition of slavery
was now a declared objective of the
Union war effort.

The final Emancipation Proc-
lamation, issued January 1, 1863,
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also authorized the recruitment of
African Americans into the Union
Army, a move abolitionist lead-
ers such as Frederick Douglass had
been urging since the beginning of
armed conflict. Union forces already
had been sheltering escaped slaves as
“contraband of war,” but following
the Emancipation Proclamation, the
Union Army recruited and trained
regiments of African-American
soldiers that fought with distinc-
tion in battles from Virginia to the
Mississippi. About 178,000 African
Americans served in the U.S. Col-
ored Troops, and 29,500 served in
the Union Navy.

Despite the political gains
represented by the Emancipation
Proclamation, however, the Nort
military prospects in the East r
mained bleak as Lee’s Ar
Northern Virginia conti
maul the Union Army
tomac, first at Frederic

ed

ries, was also one
His most valued lieutenant, General
“Stonew on, was mistaken-
ly shot illed by his own men.

TTYSBURGTO
APPOMATTOX

et none of the Confederate vic-

ies was decisive. The Union sim-
4ply mustered new armies and tried
again. Believing that the North’s
crushing defeat at Chancellorsville
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gave him his chance, Lee str c%
northward into Pennsylvania e

beginning of July 1863, almost reach
ing the state capital at Harr
strong Union force intergep

at Gettysburg, where
three-day battle — t

a valiant effort jowbrea
lines. They failn uly 4 Lee’s
army, after czipplinglesses, retreated
behind the N

Morg n 3,000 Union soldiers
and alO Confederates died
at Gettysbufg; wounded and missing

totaled ymore than 20,000 on each
side. November 19, 1863, Lincoln
edicated a new national cemetery
eywith perhaps the most famous
address in U.S. history. He concluded
his brief remarks with these words:

... we here highly resolve that

these dead shall not have died in

vain — that this nation, under

God, shall have a new birth of

freedom — and that government

of the people, by the people, for the
people, shall not perish from the
earth.

On the Mississippi, Union con-
trol had been blocked at Vicksburg,
where the Confederates had strong-
ly fortified themselves on bluffs too
high for naval attack. In early 1863
Grant began to move below and
around Vicksburg, subjecting it to
a six-week siege. On July 4, he cap-
tured the town, together with the
strongest Confederate Army in the
West. The river was now entirely in
Union hands. The Confederacy was
broken in two, and it became almost

N -
argest/of the




impossible to bring supplies from
Texas and Arkansas.

The Northern victories at Vicks-
burg and Gettysburg in July 1863
marked the turning point of the war,
although the bloodshed continued
unabated for more than a year-and-
a-half.

Lincoln brought Grant east and
made him commander-in-chief of
all Union forces. In May 1864 Grant
advanced deep into Virginia and
met Lee’s Confederate Army in the
three-day Battle of the Wilderness.
Losses on both sides were heavy,
but unlike other Union command-
ers, Grant refused to retreat. In-
stead, he attempted to outflank Lee,
stretching the Confederate lines and
pounding away with artillery and
infantry attacks. “I propose to fight i
out along this line if it takes all s
mer,” the Union commander
at Spotsylvania, during five
bloody trench warfare that

terized fighting on théeas ront
for almost a year.
In the West, Ugtion gained

control of Ten ingthe fall of
1863 with victo Chattanoo-
ga and nearby Lookout Mountain,
opening th for General Wil-
liam T. Sh n to invade Georgia.

Sher tmaneuvered several
smaller“Confederate armies, occu-
pieg tate capital of Atlanta, then
m

% % to the Atlantic coast, sys-
atically destroying railroads,
factories, warehouses, and other
facilities in his path. His men, cut
(&f from their normal supply lines,
ravaged the countryside for food.

S

From the coast, Sherman marche
northward; by February 1865, he

had taken Charleston, South Car
lina, where the first shots of t ivil
War had been fired. Sherm%
than any other Union

er
derstood that destroyin and
morale of the Sout s Amfipor-
tant as defeating its armies.
Grant, meanv‘ im iege to Pe-
Ic

tersburg, Virgini ine months,

before Lee, i 865, knew that
he had to aban oth Petersburg
ederdte capital of Rich-

anattempt to retreat south.
But it was too late. On April 9, 1865,
surrounded by huge Union armies,
ee surrendered to Grant at Appo-
x Courthouse. Although scat-
ighting continued elsewhere
for several months, the Civil War

S OVer.

The terms of surrender at Ap-
pomattox were magnanimous, and
on his return from his meeting with
Lee, Grant quieted the noisy dem-
onstrations of his soldiers by re-
minding them: “The rebels are our
countrymen again.” The war for
Southern independence had become
the “lost cause,” whose hero, Rob-
ert E. Lee, had won wide admiration
through the brilliance of his leader-
ship and his greatness in defeat.

WITH MALICE TOWARD NONE

For the North, the war produced
a still greater hero in Abraham Lin-
coln — a man eager, above all else,
to weld the Union together again,
not by force and repression but by



warmth and generosity. In 1864 he
had been elected for a second term
as president, defeating his Demo-
cratic opponent, George McClellan,
the general he had dismissed after
Antietam. Lincoln’s second inaugu-
ral address closed with these words:
With malice toward none; with
charity for all; with firmness in
the right, as God gives us to see
the right, let us strive on to finish
the work we are in; to bind up the
nation’s wounds; to care for him
who shall have borne the battle,
and for his widow, and his orphan
— to do all which may achieve
and cherish a just, and a lasting
peace, among ourselves, and with
all nations.
Three weeks later, two days after

Never before that startled April
morning did such multitudes

57 :
men shed tears for the deathof

one they had never seen, qsif with
him a friendly presence had @

taken from their livesfleavi

them colder and da ever
was funeral pan so eloquent
as the silent look of sympathy
which stran ed when
they met tha eir common
manhoodhad losta kinsman.

The first greagstask confronting

the vict % rth — now under
the leadership of Lincoln’s vice presi-
dent, Andrew Johnson, a Southerner
who refhained loyal to the Union —
was to determine the status of the
s that had seceded. Lincoln had
dy set the stage. In his view,

Lee’s surrender, Lincoln deliver% e people of the Southern states
his last public address, in whj% ad never legally seceded; they had

unfolded a generous reconstr
policy. On April 14, 1865, the,pr

dent held what was to ast
Cabinet meeting. T ing —
with his wife and couple
who were his g attended
a performan s Theater.
There, as he s presidential

box, he was assassinated by John
Wilkes BQ a Virginia actor em-
bittered e South’s defeat. Booth
was ki i shootout some days
lat%n in the Virginia coun-
tryside. His accomplices were cap-
td later executed.
coln died in a downstairs bed-
room of a house across the street
m Ford’s Theater on the morn-

’mg of April 15. Poet James Russell
Lowell wrote:

been misled by some disloyal citi-

- zens into a defiance of federal au-

thority. And since the war was the
act of individuals, the federal gov-
ernment would have to deal with
these individuals and not with
the states. Thus, in 1863 Lincoln
proclaimed that if in any state 10
percent of the voters of record in
1860 would form a government loyal
to the U.S. Constitution and would
acknowledge obedience to the laws
of the Congress and the proclama-
tions of the president, he would rec-
ognize the government so created as
the state’s legal government.
Congress rejected this plan. Many
Republicans feared it would simply
entrench former rebels in power;

they challenged Lincoln’s right

www.mrjonneawara.com



\3

to deal with the rebel states with-
out consultation. Some members of
Congress advocated severe punish-
ment for all the seceded states; oth-
ers simply felt the war would have
been in vain if the old Southern es-
tablishment was restored to power.
Yet even before the war was wholly
over, new governments had been set
up in Virginia, Tennessee, Arkansas,
and Louisiana.

To deal with one of its major
concerns — the condition of for-
mer slaves — Congress established
the Freedmen’s Bureau in March
1865 to act as guardian over African
Americans and guide them toward
self-support. And in December of
that year, Congress ratified the 13th
Amendment to the U.S. Constitu
tion, which abolished slavery.

Throughout the summer of
Johnson proceeded to carry out

proclamation he appa
nor for each of the fo 1@ :
ate states and fregly restored political
rights to many. erpers through
use of presidenti ons.

In due time conventions were

held in ea e former Confed-
erate states to,repeal the ordinances

of 1 epudiate the war debt,
and new state constitutions.
Ev, ly a native Unionist became
0 in each state with authority
onvoke a convention of loyal vot-

erss Johnson called upon each con-
ention to invalidate the secession,

abolish slavery, repudiate all debts
that went to aid the Confederacy,

58 :
and ratify the 13th Amendment%
By the end of 1865, this process
completed, with a few exceptions.

RADICAL RECONSTRﬁ@
€s

Both Lincoln and

son had
foreseen that the ould

n
have the right to deny S

ern leg-
islators seats in S. enate or
House of Representatives, under the

the ... qu ons of its own mem-
bers.” Th to pass when, under
the leadership of Thaddeus Stevens,
those @ongressmen called “Radical
ublicans,” who were wary of a
nd easy “reconstruction,” re-
to seat newly elected Southern
senators and representatives. Within
e next few months, Congress pro-
ceeded to work out a plan for the
reconstruction of the South quite
different from the one Lincoln had
started and Johnson had continued.
Wide public support gradual-
ly developed for those members of
Congress who believed that African
Americans should be given full citi-
zenship. By July 1866, Congress had
passed a civil rights bill and set up
a new Freedmen’s Bureau — both
designed to prevent racial discrimi-
nation by Southern legislatures. Fol-
lowing this, the Congress passed a
14th Amendment to the Constitu-
tion, stating that “all persons born
or naturalized in the United States,
and subject to the jurisdiction there-
of, are citizens of the United States
and of the State wherein they reside.”

clause of the stitution that says,
“Each house shallYbe the judge of

www.mrjonneaward.com



This repudiated the Dred Scott rul-
ing, which had denied slaves their
right of citizenship.

All the Southern state legisla-
tures, with the exception of Tennes-
see, refused to ratify the amendment,
some voting against it unanimously.
In addition, Southern state legisla-
tures passed “codes” to regulate the
African-American freedmen. The
codes differed from state to state,
but some provisions were common.
African Americans were required
to enter into annual labor contracts,
with penalties imposed in case of
violation; dependent children were
subject to compulsory apprentice-
ship and corporal punishments by
masters; vagrants could be sold into
private service if they could not p
severe fines.

Many Northerners interpre
the Southern response as an atte
to reestablish slavery a udi-
ate the hard-won Unio ory in

the Civil War. It di that
Johnson, althou ist, was
a Southern Democpat With an ad-
diction to int atefrhetoric and
an aversion to poli compromise.

Republica ept the congressional
elections @ Firmly in power,
the Radica posed their own vi-
S Reconstruction.

Reconstruction Act of
867, Congress, ignoring the
ents that had been estab-

0
lished in the Southern states, divided
South into five military districts,
‘each administered by a Union gener-
al. Escape from permanent military
government was open to those states

that established civil governmen
ratified the 14th Amendment
adopted African-American suftra
Supporters of the Confeder@ ho

United States genera 0
vote. The 14th Amend

O
\
&

fied in 1868. The 16th ' Améadment,
passed by Congress thesfollowing
year and ratifi y state leg-
islatures, provi “The right of
citizens of nited States to vote
shall not=be denied or abridged by
the Un @ es or any state on ac-
count of raeeyColor, or previous con-
dition of servitude.”

The Radical Republicans in
ongress were infuriated by Presi-
itJohnson’s vetoes (even though

ey were overridden) of legisla-
tion protecting newly freed African
Americans and punishing former
Confederate leaders by depriving
them of the right to hold office.
Congressional antipathy to Johnson
was so great that, for the first time
in American history, impeachment
proceedings were instituted to re-
move the president from office.

Johnson’s main offense was his
opposition to punitive congressional
policies and the violent language he
used in criticizing them. The most
serious legal charge his enemies
could level against him was that,
despite the Tenure of Office Act
(which required Senate approval for
the removal of any officeholder the
Senate had previously confirmed),
he had removed from his Cabinet
the secretary of war, a staunch sup-
porter of the Congress. When the




impeachment trial was held in the
Senate, it was proved that Johnson
was technically within his rights in
removing the Cabinet member. Even
more important, it was pointed out
that a dangerous precedent would be
set if the Congress were to remove a
president because he disagreed with
the majority of its members. The fi-
nal vote was one short of the two-
thirds required for conviction.
Johnson continued in office until
his term expired in 1869, but Con-
gress had established an ascendancy
that would endure for the rest of the
century. The Republican victor in
the presidential election of 1868, for-
mer Union general Ulysses S. Grant,
would enforce the reconstruction
policies the Radicals had initiated.
By June 1868, Congress had re-
admitted the majority of the ffo
mer Confederate states bac
the Union. In many of
constructed states, the
the governors, represe

senators were Northe — §0-
called carpetbagger ho had
gone South aff r to make

their political fortugles, often in

alliance with, newly freed African
Americans, In“the legislatures of
Louisiana andSouth Carolina, Af-

ricafizWAmerigans actually gained a
majority‘ef the seats.
Southern whites, their po-
iti d social dominance threat-
b, turned to illegal means to
ent African Americans from
gaining equality. Violence against
African Americans by such extra-
legal organizations as the Ku Klux

Klan became more and more fre-
quent. Increasing disorder le
the passage of Enforcement Acts in
1870 and 1871, severely pufishi
those who attempted to dep
African-American freedme

civil rights.
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THE

RECONS %

As time pas it became more

and mor@s at the problems
la

of the S e not being solved
by harsh d continuing rancor
against £‘rmer Confederates. More-
over, sdme Southern Radical state
governments with prominent Af-
@ American officials appeared
corpdpt and inefficient. The nation

as quickly tiring of the attempt to
impose racial democracy and liberal
values on the South with Union bay-
onets. In May 1872, Congress passed
a general Amnesty Act, restoring full
political rights to all but about 500
former rebels.

Gradually Southern states began
electing members of the Democratic
Party into office, ousting carpet-
bagger governments and intimidat-
ing African Americans from voting
or attempting to hold public office.
By 1876 the Republicans remained
in power in only three Southern
states. As part of the bargaining that
resolved the disputed presidential
elections that year in favor of Ruth-
erford B. Hayes, the Republicans
promised to withdraw federal troops
that had propped up the remaining
Republican governments. In 1877




Hayes kept his promise, tacitly aban-
doning federal responsibility for en-
forcing blacks’ civil rights.

The South was still a region dev-
astated by war, burdened by debt
caused by misgovernment, and de-
moralized by a decade of racial war-
fare. Unfortunately, the pendulum
of national racial policy swung from
one extreme to the other. A feder-
al government that had supported
harsh penalties against Southern
white leaders now tolerated new and
humiliating kinds of discrimina-
tion against African Americans. The
last quarter of the 19th century saw
a profusion of “Jim Crow” laws in
Southern states that segregated pub-
lic schools, forbade or limited Afris
can-American access to many publie
facilities such as parks, restauranfs,
and hotels, and denied most blacks
the right to vote by imppsing ‘poll
taxes and arbitrary literacy™tests.
“Iim Crow” is a term (derived from
a song in an 1828 minStrel show
where a white nrandirst/performed
in “blackface.”

Historiansshave tended to judge
Reconstruction hatshly, as a murky
period, ofgpelitical conflict, corrup-
tion, and\regression that failed to
achiey@Wits “original high-minded
goalsiand/collapsed into a sinkhole
of vigulent racism. Slaves were grant-
ed freedom, but the North complete-

ly failed to address their economie
needs. The Freedmen’s Bureati was
unable to provide former slaves
with political and economic/6ppor-
tunity. Union militagfy oCeupiers
often could not even“pubtect them
from violence apd \intimidation.
Indeed, federal army/officers and
agents of the(Freedmen’s Bureau
were often raciststhemselves. With-
out economic resources of their own,
many Southern African Americans
were forged tojbecome tenant farm-
ers on land*6wned by their former
mastersy caught in a cycle of poverty
that would continue well into the
20th century.

Reconstruction-era governments
did make genuine gains in rebuild-
ing Southern states devastated by
the war, and in expanding public
services, notably in establishing
tax-supported, free public schools
for African Americans and whites.
However, recalcitrant Southerners
seized upon instances of corruption
(hardly unique to the South in this
era) and exploited them to bring
down radical regimes. The failure
of Reconstruction meant that the
struggle of African Americans for
equality and freedom was deferred
until the 20th century — when it
would become a national, not just a
Southern issue. >

www.mrjohnedward.com
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U.S. HISTORY: ESSENTIAL VOCABULARY : W

Colonial & Revolutionary America

1. Triangular Trade: exchange of goods and slaves between Africa, Europe, West Indies, and the colonies. %

2. House of Burgesses: first example of a representative form of government in colonial Virginia. K

3. Mayflower Compact: agreement signed by Pilgrims before landing at Plymouth, Massachusetts in which colonists ented t governed by
a government they created (self-government). @

4. John Peter Zenger: journalist whose trial was an early step in establishing the freedom of press in the colonigs.

5. Stamp Act: (1765) law of British Parliament that taxed newspapers, legal documents, and other printed erials; led to the phrase "no taxation
without representation”.

6. Declaration of Independence: the 1776 document stating that the colonies wanted to be free n from British rule and provided
justification for breaking with parent country (Great Britain). Q

7. Proclamation of 1763: British law that prohibited colonists from settling west of the App Mountains; purpose was to prevent conflict
between Native Americans and colonists following the French and Indian War.

8. Salutary Neglect: British policy of ignoring the colonies which allowed them to gain ndence in trade and exercising a larger degree

of self-government.

9. Common Sense: famous pamphlet written by Thomas Paine; persuaded colonistslseek independence and end their relationship with Great

Britain.

Constitutional Foundations and U.S. Government

10. Articles of Confederation: the first American constitution that cr d a weak central (federal) government and gave more power to states.
11. Federalist Papers: series of essays written by the founding fath@tsitha ed ratification (approval) of the new Constitution.

12. U.S. Constitution: supreme law of the land that outlines the @ 5 of the three branches of government.

13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20. Electoral College: an assem voters that meets every four years to formally elect the President.
21. Legislative Branch: ment that makes laws for the nation (Congress).
22. Judicial Branch: part o overnment that decides if laws are being carried out fairly (the Supreme Court).

stoms and precedents accepted as a needed part of government although not actually listed in the Constitution.

23. Unwritten Constj %
24. Marbury ad B03) decision of the Marshall Court (Supreme Court) that established the principle of judicial review (the power to

declare laws Unconstitutional).
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26. Monroe Doctrine: (1823) presidential declaration warning the nations of Western Europe not to interfere with newly inde t nati in

Growth & Territorial Expansion of the United States

25. Louisiana Purchase: (1803) land deal with the French that nearly doubled the size of the U. S. and gave it full control of the Missi i

the Western Hemisphere (Latin America).

27. Trail of Tears: the forced removal of Cherokee Indians in 1838 - 1839 to lands west of the Mississippi River (followed Indian Removal Act).
28. Seneca Falls Convention: (1848) women's rights convention where Declaration of Sentiments was issued.
29. Abolitionism: movement to end slavery in the U.S.; led to the establishment of the Underground Railroad.

30. Manifest Destiny: belief the United States had the right and duty to expand its borders across North America.

31. Homestead Act: (1862) law that offered 160 acres of western land to help settle the western frontier.

32. Reservations: areas of land set aside by the federal government for Native Americans.

33. Dawes Act: (1887) law that sought to "Americanize" Native Americans by dividing their land i e family plots, breaking up tribes and

reservations, and assimilating Native Americans into American life.

The Civil War & Reconstruction Era
34. Missouri Compromise: (1820) agreement to keep an equal balance of free and slavesfstates;loutlawed slavery in new states and territories north

of 36°30' north latitude (one cause of the Civil War).

35. Civil War: conflict between the Union (North) and the Confederacy (South) from 1861 to 1865.

36. Emancipation Proclamation: presidential decree effective Jan. 1, 1863 that freed sl&zs in Confederate (southern) territory; considered a turning

point of the Civil War.
37. Reconstruction: period lasting from 1865 to 1877; an effort to rebuild @w n states and bring southern states to the Union after the Civil

War.

38. Freedman's Bureau: created during Reconstruction to aid for; vesand help them adjust to freedom by providing an education and other
basic necessities.

39. Ku Klux Klan: group of white southerners against Radical onstruction who challenged attempts at racial equality by intimidating African

Americans and promoting white suprema

40. 13th Amendment: (1865) abolished slavery in t ited States.

41. 14th Amendment: (1868) granted U.S. rican Americans.
42. 15th Amendment: (1870) gave Afri en the right to vote.
43. Plessy v. Ferguson: Supreme Court case alized segregation as long as African Americans had access to "separate but equal" facilities.

44. Jim Crow Laws: laws in the sou n U.S. that segregated public facilities by race after the Civil War.

45. Compromise of 1877: settledithe disputed election of 1876 and ended Reconstruction by withdrawing federal troops from the southern states.

S
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Key Terms in American History

abolition—the ending of legal slavery

American Indian Movement (AIM)—formed in 1968 to
work for Native American rights

Americanization movement—education program designed
to help immigrants assimilate to American culture

anarchist—a person who opposes all forms of government

antebellum—belonging to the period before the Civil War

assimilation—minority group's adaptation to the dominant
culture

atomic bomb—bombs using a nuclear reaction to create
widespread destruction; ended World War II

Berlin airlift—U.S. and Britain dropped supplies into West
Berlin, blockaded by Soviets, 1945

Berlin Wall—prevented citizens from moving between East
and West Berlin, 1961-1989,

Bessemer process—cheup, efficient way to muke steel,
developed c. 1850

big stick diplomacy—U.S. foreign policy of Pres. Theodore
Roosevelt which used threats of military intervention
to exert influence over other countries, especially in
protecting U.S. interests in Latin America

black codes—laws, in Southern states after the Civil War, to
limit rights of African Americans

blacklist—names of people barred from working in
Hollywood because of alleged Communist connections

Black Panthers—militant political organization to combat
police brutality and provide services in African-American
ghettos, founded 1966

Black Power—slogan revived by Stokely Carmichael in
1960s to encourage black pride and leadership

Bleeding Kansas—description of the antebellum
Territory, due to conflict over slavery

bootlegger—smuggler of illegal alcoholic bevera
Prohibition

capita]ism—economic system i
and corporations control the
earn profit on them

cash crop—one grown for sale rather than personal use

Cold War—period of tensi veen U.S. and USSR,
1945-1989

colonization—establishm outlying settlements by a
parent count

Columbian Excl
and disease betwe

e—movement of plants, animals,
he Americas and Europe after

ich Jews and other minorities were

forced into slave labor
feder*on—alliance of states or nations acting together
for mutual benefit

consumerism—preoccupation with purchasing m
goods

containment—blocking of a nation’s attempt t
influence, especially attempts to spread com
World War IT

counterculture—American youth in the 18 |
to mainstream culture; based on peafe, love ual
freedom
D-Day—Allied invasion of mai ne 6, 1944
debt peonage—workers boundjin s until debts are

paid
de facto segregation—y
rather than law

demographic—having to

depression—gery se
economic a¢k;
dollar diploms 3. foreign policy of using the nation’s

economic power to exert influence over other countries;
use first associated with Pres. Taft

domino thepry—belief that if one country falls to
communism its neighbors will

d standard—ygranting greater sexual freedom to men

WoImen

prolonged contraction of

ponent of U.S. participation in Vietnam War

~legally required military service
st Bowl—areus of Colorudo, New Mexico, Kansas,
klahoma, and Texas hard-hit by dmught and dust storms,
1930s

electoral college—group selected by states to elect
president and vice-president; number of electors equals
Congressional representation of each state

emancipation—{reeing of slaves

Enlightenment—18th-century intellectual movement that
emphasized the use of reason and the scientific method as
means of obtaining knowledge

environmentalist—a person who works to protect the
environment

executive branch—administers and enforces laws

fascism—ypolitical philosophy that advecates centralized
dictatorial nationalistic government

Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation—created in
1933 to insure bank deposits against loss

Federalist—supporter of the Constitution and strong
national government

free enterprise—economic system based on private
property, free markets, and individuals making most
economic decisions

fundamentalism—Protestant religious movement based on

belief in literal truth of the Bible

genocide—deliberate and systematic extermination of a

particular ethnic, national, or religious group
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Key Terms in American History continued

Gentlemen’s Agreement—]Japanese government agreed to
limit emigration to the U.S., 1907-1908

GI Bill of Rights—1944 law that gave financial and
education benefits to World War II veterans

gold standard—monetary system in which a country’s
currency is valued at a fixed sum of gold

grandfather clause—exempted Southern whites from the
strict requirements applied to African-American voters

Grange—organization of farmers to combat power of
railroads, late 19th century

Great Awakening—revival of religious feeling in the
American colonies during the 1730s and 1750s

Great Depression—period lasting from 1929-1940 in which
the U.S. economy was in severe decline and millions of
Americans were unempll:lyed

Great Migration—movement of African Americans to
northemn cities, early 20th century

Great Plains—grasslands extending through west-central U.S.

Great Society—President Johnson’s program to end poverty
and racial injustice, 19641968

gross domestic product (GDP)—market value of all goods

and services produced in a country in a certain time period

Harlem Renaissance—flowering of African-American artistic

creutivil‘y in the 1920s, centered in Harlem, New York City
hawk—supporter of U.S. participation in the Vietnam War

people by the Nazis before and during World War II

HUAC—House Un-American Activities Committee;

investigated alleged Communist influence in U.S. after
World War I1

Holocaust—systematic murder of 11 million Jews and c:l:h&l

immigration—movement of foreigners into a ¢

in1[)eacl)—nccuse a government official of setieus offenses
imperialism—policy of extending nation uen er
other countries by political, economi ary means

income tax—tax on individuals’ e:
Indian Removal Act—1830 la
east of the Mississippi Rive
Industrial Revolution—the chan
occurred through replacing hand too

with machines

and developing large-scale,industry, late 19th—early 20th
century

inflation —increase in pri r decline in purchasing power
caused by an inc i upply of money

initiative—a wa
originate laws

ther than legislatures to

installment p ying over time with regular, periodic
payments

Intern r computer network that allows almost
instant unication of words, pictures, and sounds

internment nfinement or restriction of movement,
especiallyinder wartime conditions; used against Japanese

mericans during World War I1
is ionist—in opposition to pa].itica.l ent:mglements with
ot

ountries
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Jim Crow laws—Southern laws that separated
blacks
judicial branch—interprets the laws and

Korean War—war between North (sup,
South (supported by U.S. and UN)

Manhattan Project t U.S. program to develop the

atomic Bombiduring World War 11
manifest d % Sth-century belief that U.S. would
inevitablyspreadito the Pacific Ocean and into Mexican

territory
mass media—means of communication that reach large
audiefices, such as radio, television, newspapers
cCarthyism—making or threatening to make public
cusations of disloyalty without offering evidence, as
by Senator Joseph McCarthy in the 1950s
ion—movement from one place to another within a
country
onopoly—complete control of an industry by a single
company
moral diplomacy—U.S. foreign policy used by Pres. Wilson
to withhold support for any Latin American country which
was oppressive, undemocratic, or hostile to U.S. interests

NAACP—National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People, founded in 1909 to promote racial equality

nationalism—devotion to the interests and culture of one’s
nation

nativism—favoring the interests of native-born people over
those of immigrants

Nazism—Hitler’s po].it'ical phi.losop]ly based on nationalism,
racism, and military expansionism in 1930s Germany

neutrality—refusal to take sides in conflicts between other
nations

New Deal—President Franklin Roosevelt's program to
alleviate problems of the Great Depression

New Frontier—President John Kennedy’ legislative program

Nisei—U.S. citizen born of immigrant Japanese parents

nuclear freeze movement-U.S. and international movement
in 1980s to stop all testing, production, and deployment of
nucleﬂr \VeaPCInS

nullification—a state’s refusal to recognize an act of
Congress it considers unconstitutional

n Door Policy—U.S. request that China be open to

trade with all countries
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Key Terms in American History continued

Panama Canal—artificial waterway built to facilitate travel
between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, opened 1914

Parliament—England’s legislative body

Patriot—colonist who supported American independence
from Britain

plantation—large farm where a single crop such as cotton is
grown by slaves or other workers

poll tax—an annual tax formerly required of voters in some
Southern states

progressive movement—early 20th-century reform
movement focused on c_luz].lity of life as well as business
and government corruption

prohibition—banning of the manufacture, sale, and
possession of alcoholic beverages

Puritan—committed to removing all trace of Roman
Catholie ritual from the Church of England

Radical Republican—Reconstruction congressmen who
favored full rights for African Americans and decreased
P’OWEI‘ for former S]::we OWNIETS

rationing—limitation on the amount of certain goods people
may buy, usually in wartime to insure enough for the
military

recall—a way for people to remove public officials from office

Reconstruction—period of rebuilding after the Civil War,
former Confederate states readmitted to the Union

Red Scare—fear of communist takeover of America in
the 1920s

referendum—a way for a proposed law to be voted on by
the people

republic—government in which citizens rule through
elected representatives

salutary neglect—English policy of relaxed enfo:
laws in return for colonies’ continued loyalty

Scopes trial—1925 trial over the teaching o

Tennessee

Securities and Exchange Commiss
monitor and regulate the stock
secession—formal withdrawal of
sectionalism—placing rcgional inte
interests
segregation—separation of p

to residents, especially i
sharecropping—land
tools in exchan
sit-in—civil rights prol
business and re

t rights of individual states take
e national government

Student ent Coordinating Committee—formed
in 1960 to givelyounger blacks a greater role in the civil
rights mov t

Social Darwinism—application of Charles Darwin’s natural
i osoph&of survival of the fittest to support unlimited
business competition
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Social Gospe
based on the belief that Chnshans have a respons
help improve working conditions and alleviate

Social Security Act—1935, provided aid to refiree:
unemployed, disabled, and dependent mothers an:
children

socialism—economic and political system

government ownership of business and p d equal
distribution of wealth

Southern Christian Leadership rence—formed
in 1957 by Martin Luther Kip d 1s to achieve

sold and drunk ﬂlegall tion

speculation—risky busin s in the hope of making
a quick or large profit

standard of living all economic situation in which
people live

stock market

vheére stocks and bonds are bought and sold
suburb—a res % munity near a city
suffrage—the rightto vote

tariff—a fee ed on goods brought into one place from
another

perance movement—organized effort to prevent

t—consolidation of competing companies into one large
rporation

nalienable rights—natural rights which cannot be taken

away by any government; Declaration of Independence
lists them as “Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness”

urban flight—migration of people from cities to suburbs

urbanization—growth of cities

urban sprawl—unplanned and uncontrolled spreading of
cities into surrounding regions

USS Maine—warship that exploded and sank in Havana
harbor, February, 1898

Vietcong—South Vietnamese communists who fought
against the government of South Vietnam, aided by North
Vietnam, 1957-1975

Vielmamization—process of replacing U.S. troops in
Vietnam with South Vietnamese troops; Nixon's strategy
for ending U.S. involvement

Watergate—scandal involving the Nixon administration’s
attempt to cover up the 1972 break-in at Democratic
National Committee headquarters

Woodstock—free music festival attracting 400,000 young
people to upstate New York, 1969
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